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FOREWORD 


Although Sarah Wentworth Morton was the mos. no.ewonhy 

wmmm 

mmsms 

wmmm 

X£ rs »r<sr;z^;z - »* 

the resulting conclusions as a work ol joint ami >rshi, . 

SSTJitBtriRfsT: ^ 

Autobiographical hints in her own works. c 'l HUa • ' ' ‘ perSl 

/* ™.^ and data gleaned from 

magazines, and public records, and from the 
diaries of her friends and critics have enabled the « ^ ^ 

construct her life, character, and work her htcra. > \ ^ 

its decline, with more satisfactory fullness than • 
with personages of greater note. v, as 

Most of the source material outside ol her owp«orks_has 

been gathered at the libraries of the American - d 

ety. Harvard University, the City of Boston, the Mw 

Historic Genealogical Society, and the Massachusetts An ,qu»n 
an Society. Use has also been made of the Umverst.y of Mam« 
Library, the Bangor Public Library, the Boston Art--**, 
the William S. Clements Library at the University o Jj 
and other libraries. To the custodians of all of these ins 
















grateful acknowledgments arc made, especially to Messrs. Julius 
• uttle of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Clarence S. 
IWili lhC American Antiquarian Society, and Raymond 
*' akey ’ for ™erly Librarian of the University of Maine, for 
\\Z TT'? and accommoda *i°n. Thanks arc also due to Mr. 
- r . at thews and to the members of the Apthorp and Morton 
Mrs. Alice W. Parker. Mr. William C. Ilon.1, Mr. 
(>" 1 K l A| '" ,orp - Mr- John V. Apthorp, ami Miss Man G. 
ter r i„tj!°. ! aV T. ° b,18inR,y answ cretl correspondence. Mr. Wal- 

ha-i" ' 11 ' : 1 ’"' lgh ''‘-"agreeing as to the conclusions reached. 
th e ‘ llthnp . nS,S,en,,y k,nd and interested. To Miss Pauline Aiken 
the author'll* 11 ! nd * b,e ‘ l f,,r Vi »htable assistance in determining 

for calling th. ir • ,, ^ ° umb,a Master's thesis on Mrs. Morton, 

in an issue of the Her^d r °" A »'thorp-Morton duel 

tile consult**! u ' ° l rec< t° M which was missing from the 

W P *■' Nlr T. -hr 

in connection with I'cmnT'' M T'"' '**" "'" Ch 

hon. To many others wl 7 ,asks delved in puM.ca- 

0Uly a -pressionof %£££*£* .* 

Emily Pendleton 

Orono. December. 1931 Mi,ton El,i * 
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CHAPTER I 

HERITAGE and GIRLHOOD 
1759-1781 

», mm —" 

lcgree that pride of farnih ^ {ond o{ referring to their 

istic of her Welsh ancestor*. _ ‘ me Wentw0 rth to her plain 

greatness, and as a girl: lQ share lhc distinction 
baptismal name. Sarah Apthor . Thc latter was 

Of her mother’s family as we\\»• liaginalive Welslv 
derived from I^ast Apthorp, * , f thc seventeenth 

man. Who migrated to New tngbndat * ^ ^ iarge forUmc/ . 
century. His »ife, “a “f^^Dr. Ward, and a relative of 
was Susan, daughter o the lrait . by Sir Peter Lely, 

the noble Wards of ‘ r<Mmrka ble beauty, some of which 

shows her to have posa® 5 * great-granddaughter. East Ap- 

may have been inherited b> her g ^ . |n pain i,ng and 

thorp was a man of cultivated > ■ • 1 ^ trarts mitted Ins abil- 
architecturc. in which fields ' dantSi Mrs. Morton was 

itics to several generations oi < ' d in her kinsman, the 

E>nd of tracing his taRnts mher » in Bo ,on. 25 Sop- 

architect Charles Bulhnch. Last Apt 1 # 

,ember, 1712. and his widow 7 Ju >. » • ^ e(Ulcated a t Eton. 

Their son Charles, born »n • dcath an d became one 

He came to New England after his « An obituary 

of the most distinguished mere i. Gazette called him “the 

notice in the Portsmouth Aew 1,(1 ‘ ^ . >res ,ige was consider- 

greatest Merchant on tlus C ontinen • pusit i 0 ns of conrnns- 

•Noble. John. "Some Massachu^s Tories'' *J" bS ‘ ° f 

-S: ZXttS* - " £SS HZ** 

lir.min « TT 301V . ...I , n .119. note. 
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On U January. 1726. he married Grizzell Eastwicke. of Bosca 
2 d f" gh,er oi John and Grizzell Eastwicke and gn* 
had a Cr ° i ' r ^° ,m r ' Io - vd> who a ”er the battle of WorttSB 
wirl7 7* m Carry,ng Charl « H to France. Grizzell East- 
brouphr T i? rn 16 August - on the island of Jamaica,and** 
in O u inr° Cr* 10 ” ln l/16 ' Shc at the home of her son Jam© 
Charles z'at*?'’ * 6 Seplemf * r - *796. in her eighty-eighth year, 
seven da™ j, ' rUze11 A Pthorp were the parents of eleven sons and 
“Carles TT’ a " b ° rn at thf toilv seat in Boston. The 

building at the cL Ma fv n " S °‘ Ca " e ''' *“ “ im P° 5n « 
Lane, which h, I °- Kmg (now S,ate > Street and Exchange 

* union ^nk un :i: h ;:_ n ‘" c,e r? ,h century, was occupied 
was. about 1750 According lo Mrs - Morton, this dwelling 
mentions the stLteW ***** 7 c,egance " i She particularly 
arms, and thr- • i’ ' ume ' tbe shield hearing the family coat of 

i «*. 18 Novcn,biri^S intd l f s :' Charlei A P ,h °n>' at 

which he was said l "." as bur * c< * under King's Chapel, to 
ehurch, above his t,° i * ° 8 ' vcn *5000. ; In the north wall of the 
11 Latin inscriotirm T' ’ s!an,|s an imposing marble tablet bearing 
estate, made in 17 sQ >n . ,p ° J< ’ d bv his son. The inventory of his 
that of the real estate TJ™ ' h 1 e , total ***** ™ £16.402. 14 s.. 5 d.. 
-° n g Island in Boston It is interesting to note that 

mansion house on Ki np Was inc,u< !ed in this property. The 

was divided among hk Valucd al £250 °- His property 

; ai-ah s father, receiving , 7" SUrv,vin 8 children, his son James. 

C S j Ulh prccinct of Braining"! m " ° rcesle r and a wood-lot in 
J a me 5 . thc f the total value being given as £590. 

ton Ind ’ daughter of Sau Cmbcr - I73 «- marricl Sarah 

" Vbe?^ htCr ° f 

V Ka =saasss2,-'-- 

n< l descended from Elder 

TThis 

Thoughts p 2RS 3Um Whlch Mrs. \r nrf 




*“ fe «*»crip«ion. 


Sarah Wcnhvorth Morton 
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. the oarish of the Reverend 

William Wentworth. a.r77 England* He apparently migrated 

John Wheelwright at - ° * . , h Wheelwright and Mrs. 

to New England * £ *££1 Exeter. New Hampshire 

Anne Hutchinson. He ™ - Maine, and finally removing 

later Io.lo.mg £sscd the res, of his life. 

,o Dover. New Hampshire. w hm* P> ^ ^ it rectus 

The records of his w>fe °r Elta l,eth Kenny. His son 

fairly certain that h»■ «« nlov cd in 1669 to Ports- 

Samuel, who mam • - { thc family. 

mouth, which remained the chief - January. 1671. He 

H- John captain in I7C* 

first entered upon a sea-fa *business as a merchant 
After leaving the sea. he du «•> > ounsc Uor, Justice of the 
and held several puWj ^■^^^tenant-Govenior of 
Court of Common Pleas and ta ,| only a lieu- 

Xew Hampshire. A ><”' ‘ rnor „ h ip being the same with 

tenant-governor resident- g ( 1723-28) between the 

that of Massachusetts: bu> f » r \ viHiam Burnett. Wentworth 
governorships of Samuel Sh retained his position until 

was in M cliarge o, k P-* ” „ e £ ms have 

his death, a. Portsmouth, 1- Dccen ^ - n pul , lic office. 

been highly esteenmd.m private • , m5 | K ss.” a handsome 

He acquirer! “by ««“ 1730. besides real 

fortune, leaving, in his will, dated Angv Ueulcna „,-Governor 

over £16.000 to his wife and chddrea^ o( MarU 

Wentworth married. 12 ‘Niobcc- , April. I"- 1 '- ,n ’" r 

Hunking, of Devonshire, England. She died 

sixty-eighth year. kinsman of Sarah Went- 

A later member oi the fami. lbc i as t royal 

worth Morton. Sir John tVcntwor h b»on et. 
governor of thc province of New Hampshire. 

-- - ne lhf Wentworth family is derwed 

The following information c^«rn ? Wcnt worth. , 

from the ir^rrt G ‘~^*j£ ire quoted in the Went. Ocn • 

’Belknap's History oi -V«r Ha ”'^ h ‘ n] ' tm<in of good natural abiht.es. 
pp. 178-180. says of him: “He , n and wind to strangers, 

much improved by conversation; remartob* ^ ^ ^ of all denom«- 
rcspectiul to the ministers oi the Rospc . courteous and affable to 

nXns: compassionate and bountdul to ^ pri vate and 

all: having a constant regard to ****~«^ prions of Chnst.* 
public, and paying due deference to all the 
"Mrs. Morton's Beacon H*tl f pp. 26-7. ^ 
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Samuel, son of John and Sarah (I Junking) Wentworth, bom 
in ortsmouth, 15 January, 1708. was graduated from Harvard 
° cge at the age of twenty and settled in business in Boston, lit 
\as one of "fifty principal merchants of Boston” who petitioned 
je general Court. 19 December. 1760, and was at one time a 
. ” of Kin «' s C hapel. He married. 17 October, 1732, Elia- 

F ^ rn 20 November. 1715. daughter of Henry and 

teXr i 7 ^ aCkCr) P ccring M Samuel Wentworth died 16 Sty 

Beimin’o c!' a, ’ d h,s witl,nv l’ asse<l her last days with her son 

Prime ^ ‘ . d ' cd in , -" ndon - r > April, 1785. and was buried at 
* mice James s Church, Piccadilly. 

bautiiedVi n H n " <lau K |,,cr . was born 19 December, 1735, and was 
December n. ' " c hurch. in Hanover Street. Boston, 28 
-0 July i 7 ^c """T ,M ^ a,ms Apthorp took place on Sunday. 

‘he Wiating\'i‘ ( .4T 1 u^ ( ha,K>1 ' the R, ‘ Vcre,ul l,n,rv Cancr 1,cing 

riage, li v ,.,| \, S u ' l ' (Wentworth) Apthorp, after their mar- 

Street, until after 17/7 1 at the Apthorp mansion on King 

* ere lc B"larly 1*^“' h,,, ' n durinR lhi “ l* ri “? 

was then engaged, 

*achusct«H Historical WivTm A " Undated lc,,cr ,hc Ma *‘ 

,hc nature of his | I1U :‘ ’ ' ""ary gives some indication as to 

th James and Joseph 

twjuired for *hip,„nu „ C< ‘u" n and sorts of fish arc 

" '» « ..,, CXJK'CU'il 

wlic rc j a , , | S , ll " family removed to Braintree, 

. . taher. On 

, ' CS> an ‘ l here their rUji.i! S S|>enl m ° st of the remainder of 

Z:' Un "‘"«'' Mrs. Mo ' ",T l,IO "« hl «P in pleasant 

w*tL to a t -“°.r , ;;tT t " - * 1 " 1 U*»- 

■‘Psquir,.-- 1 Ap,hor l >a l‘l>carsi 11 |. • OVersl »adowed her early 

pointmrnt and^va, * nd ' ca *' n 8 .ha, he held'^° rds wilh th ' ,i,lc 

-__ " as apparently a r CS nec, C m,nor official ap- 

■»'«—* Gta* es Peclcd citizen of the town. He 

T -"' Home o, My 


5„,a/i Wentworth Morion 
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S :sr^=^ ?: 

respondence still «“"«■ , ion , , low cver. Ap.horp’s pop- 

A. the hepmung ol > J ^ ^ „[ rebellion, was 

niarity in llra.n'ree. one »* ^ ^ (or lhe mother corn- 

lor a time shadowed h> h • A| „b,.rps were mainly Loyal- 

try. Both the Wentworth,. and uj I roy „, army 

ists in their sympathies, one • ^ Thomas Apthorp, pay* 

and another m the nav> . • • proscribed and do- 

master of the British in Kin C Street, .lames 

prived of his estate mchulmg C ha,»cl in Boston, had 

and Sarah, formerly metnla s o ^ parish a t Braintree, 

continued actively helpful m « M ^ regarded as a hot 

This connection with hn>‘ | J suspicion of disloyalty to 

bed of Toryism, brought thu ‘ " J prayC rs for the km* 
the colony. *»he congn ga m« ^ c | ose d. James Apthorp s 
and the doors of the chut < <)f Braintree at a town meet - 

name was presented by the scU which," in the words 

ing on 9 June. 1777. in a ^ lo be persons esteemed 

of the town record, wa> vot ^ ci|i/ ,. n was appointed 

Inimical" lo the cause of the^col .^ ^rsons and lay " 
to procure evi.leme of the < <> ". ; li() „ ,, ;is been found. 

before the court, but no record of furthet 
The historian of Braintree remarks. 

Against the other «««*» of ^wuTwJ'‘JrJcSp do not 
Quincy and the Rcverml Mward ^ ^ became^ 

seem to have been pressed. aga i„ appearing >•« « ' 

citizens of the United «» r U|J lhr „oncs in the,UtUe 

Braintree anil Ouincy rcconls. and. a )>( ^ny ... Bram- 

Episcopal graveyard. Utcr •' «' r • owncr5 hip, but it belonge«l 

tree was seized and sold because of W cCUtion in Braintree, 
chiefly to non-residents. 1 hm • J ( , hosC 8U specte<l mlser- 

though it unquestionably made U. rcsi dcnts in the town 

able enough at the time, seems »«* expatriation of Sam 

were concerned, to have resulted only m 

"ffelkuap MSS. Mass, llist Soc. bihrary- c(lil cd by Samuel A 

“Records of the Town of Brain r *c. .IW * 416. 

Hairs, on. 481.2. Also see Pattee. Old Braude and Q™” - 
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uel Quincy and the Reverend Edward Winslow. The oilier suspects 
quietly accepting llie situation, made the host of it; and, as i> no* 
unusual in such eases, found it in the close far less unendurable 
than, doubtless, they had gloomily anticipated. 

In view of the ardent patriotism expressed in Mrs. Morton's poems 
and of her marriage not long after to a prominent young Kevolu- 
'ionary leader, it would seem improbable that the suspicions re¬ 
garding James Apthorp’s loyalty were very well founded. H ,c 
temporary estrangement from his neighbors, however, may ex¬ 
plain why so few references to him can he found in the local rec¬ 
ords. Practically the only occasions when we hear from him an 
those on which he signed petitions. Mis and his mother’s (< '.ti//« ^ 
Apthorp’s) names were among the signers of a communication 
dated Boston, 16 November, 1787. This was a protest against 
selling pews in the Stone Chapel (King's Chapel| to persons who 
were not Episcopalians, against introducing a different liturgy 
and making various other changes, and particularly against retain 
ing James Freeman, a Unitarian, as the minister of the church.” 
James ApthOrp also signed, in 1791. a petition to the General 
•. ottrt for an act of incorporation of various parts of Dorchester. 
Braintree, Knight’s Neck, etc. 1 ' lie died eight years later. 10 
November, 1799. and was interred in the family vault under King's 
C hapel, m Boston, the Reverend Dr. Samuel Parker, rector <»f 
Innity Church. Boston, delivering the funeral sermon." Hi* 
widow survived him by more than twenty years. 

The brothers and sisters of James' Apthorp were, in nearly 
all cases, persons of prominence and made distinguished mar 
riagcs. Of the daughters. Grizzell, the eldest, married Barlow 
rccothick, who became Lord Mayor of London. Susan, the 
second, married Dr. Thomas Bulfinch of Boston, an eminent 
physician and father of Charles Bulfmch. the architect. Anne 
married Nathaniel Wheelwright. Charles Ward and John were 
distinguished merchants with connections in England and else¬ 
where in this country. The Reverend East Apthorp. the fourth 
brother, was educated at Cambridge University and was for a 


"Diary of William Bentley, vol. i, p. 84. 
"Pattee. p. 60. 

"Wentworth Genealogy, vol. i. pp. 519-20. 
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number o. 

r BoS a, -a Thomas removed ,o England 

aX time of the Kevol^ brothers and 

The children of Ja. -a d ^ 1775. 

sisters of Mrs. Morton. in Bosl0 n and baptued at 

in number. The hr* in Braintree.” 

King's Chapel; the last thru November. 1756 married 

The oldest. Gnwell. M*'* ^ Bri|ish arnl y, and died 3 

Thomas Hawkshaw. a caj • ^ evidently somewhat of a 

Septcml>er, 1799, childless. . , . Bcr was printed in the 

. 

sketch. AnthorP. was baptised 17 January. 

The oldest son, Chailcs . i ’ navv . married Mary. 

1761. Me lH.-c.nme a captain ,n *’ “ ( Ho „. John Prince. <’f 

daughter of John ..-turned tu Bastun. 

Roxbury, Mass.; and after ,,u 

where he died in 1804. leaving ctaWfen. y l763 . never 

Elizabeth, the next child, J fir5 , „. ilh her brother 

married but live,I ut Braintree. Inter <> . ^ M[s Morton- 

George Henry Apthorp and later wM 1 Thcod or» Ap- 

She died at Quincy. 18 l-ebruary. • of Sym p a ,hy. was 

thorp," the "Ophelia" of the novel I J jr August, 

baptized 7 July. 1766. ^ married find. -'4 

1788. Lucy Ann, haptued 18 Decem >e . second, 

September, 1785. Richard Nash, a Corn.snma 
(ieorge Winbolt. 

-The information regarding James Aptlvon* * the records of 

from the H'enftiwlfc Genealogy, vol. i. P- * 

King's Chapel at the Old Court House. Bostcnt. o( Boston. 

"Copied from an earlier issue of the led his edition of 

"Called “Theodosia” by Walter Littlefield v » t^ m l ^ ^ ^ pr ,- 
Thr Power of Sympathy, 1894. Her fu Theodora Apthorp. 

Mass. Hist. Soc. Library as Francs [s<0 
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George Henry Apthorp. <*«£ r 
the removal to ££*"<«:"“ J 7 cousin Anna. daughter o. 
«med in l'"* 1 ""' **?£,„ (Wentworth) Perhms. K,rn «* 

Dr. William Ur a " dbh “"*’, l77 y Their children were all 
Doncaaer. England. 1 = A bi . iadKr as head of the 

ion. in Quine)' dle femily. He died there SO Janu- 

Brain.ree-Q.nncy bnmch dlc * m ,hw es> corner ol Chn t 

are. 1825.and .5l>“ n ““ a . -7 July. 182=. 

Church. His widow died m '* > j ied m 1796 . nnmarmuT 

Charlotte, bap™* 1 1 ^J jld „. as torn 4 July. 177a. and 
Paul Wentworth, the -'^ ^ ’'Ipon.,.- Kan* his Excellency 
baptired 25 November. N c w Hampshire, and 

died 19 March. 17/8. 

The third child of this i" n,i ^“^ ^j'wln mid laptired 
Sarah (Wentworth) Apthorp. " : , ici(in . her marriage, a- 

at King's Chapel on 29 Angus ' imi(lier -, , na idcn name, calling 
noted above, she assumed also thc earlier manilesta- 

hersdf Sarah Wentworth Aptonh 1v childhood was 

tionsoi her characteristic family 11 laU en with the 

rjem in Boston but about her tenth year sne 

iamily to Braintree. to womanhood. 

This village, m which sh »a^ P* , lo 

was a small country town o intercourse along >1.. 

to which it was near enough ft I Ned _ imo ,be town, 
circuitous route which then followed . - k fim ilk„ it en- 

Ns the seat oi “*3^Spn-».. ; - 

jo^ an unusual degree- ^ ' were on friendly term>. 

with thc Adamses, at least, the Afrtho ^ a n unusu- 

Frnn Mrs. Morton s works .« » ckaMtat *e „ c xten- 

al education for a girl of her tunc and ttat he r ^ * the 
si** and well guided. The hbrarv m ^ va iuecl at $130: 

time oi the inventory of his estate m ^ ; lK ludcd. at the 

and that of her brother. George He . * 1 ^ j ater poem of 

time of his death, 1825. over 1100 volui itlC in 

hers. -To Pollio.” published in the Massachusetts .1 J 

- 1703.1824 Old Court House. 

“Records oi King's Chapel Baptisms. 1' __ "^iv as Braintree. 



22 


University of Maine Studies 


wouTdTJi 79 '' a C Pa ? m,y a,ldresse ' 1 *° John Trumbull, ihe painter. 
r-! e lhal her ™*ng was partly direct by bin! at d* 


Whc 1 firSt daWn ° f ,i,C >"» >«H- 

hCT y««h ador’d. 

wL r u t kt ,hc 

stm aher ‘ d **«• 

S 22. be C«~ K acccm hwr*. 

,,U find * ,,,a ' "■* her xml revere*. 

able beauty and sweetn^' A J >l j 0r,> wns distinguished by remark- 

"r ,Cr °f f riends. which "on her a large 

of dev °ti»K frequently | Mmr ’ y ' lcv ‘ ,|o M early in life the habit 
5€ll,n K down her thouelit re,,u,re< * ,ur household task* to 

marriage, she had thu* R l "\ *'”* "l'"* form ” Before her 
as a maker of rhvntc* »»«*re than a local repn- 

Her- poetry is »Li ncs . , , ,rha l ,N *he earliest extant piece 

y . M "' d '‘»d lit Thoughts as • ri'r ° f Kindn «s " included in 
- V y " ld ' v, dual to whom they w J. ,d “ h hnes - • -not seen by 

22^ ,HC ^ douJtllTu , „T r,bWl in Vcry >->«»* - 

I? * " Cn,s an<l ‘he Miff tetramete Crg ° nC rcvi#ion - «»* vouthful 
a " ear,y a, "^ r co ^«* are characteristic of 


T ° Th ' B ^of Kindncs*. 


T . , . ‘ R 'M"«s. 

* ne following linn. . - 

”££**** 
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Sweet is the garden's breeze that flows. 

With health and sweetness from the rose; 
Charm'd was the strain CTCli-tA knew. 

And with enrapturing finger drew; 

So sweet the breath which kindness move*, 

So charms the voice attention loves: 

She. with the organ's lifted peal. 

Could make a listening Angel feel. 

With floating wing front heaven descend, 

Ami o'er Iter fine attractions bend. 

To thee a finer strain is given. 

A strain that wilts the heart to heaven. 

What time the breath of kindness steals 
O'er every pang that sorrow feel*; 

With all affection's hoarded stores. 

How rich the balmy whisper pours, 

Rich as the spring's first blossom Mows, 

Warm as the lip of summer glows; 

Sweet as the morning's clovercd vale. 

And healthful as its zephyr’d gale. 

More prized than wealth; than worlds more dear; 
Still may iiiai wiiisi-m loiter near; 

Still to this trusting heart reveal. 

What only thou— LOVHi mtr.xn! can's! feel. 


A tribute to her younger brother. “To George Henry Aptliorp.”** 
in similar meter ami spirit, probably belongs to the same early 
period. 

Sarah Apthorp was not sixteen at the beginning of the Revo¬ 
lution, at which time the activities of John Adams and other Brain¬ 
tree neighbors must have made the life of the community an ex¬ 
citing and eventful one. The nearness to her grandmother’s house 
in Boston also allowed frequent visits to the town both before 
and after the outbreak of hostilities. On such visits it doubtless 
was that she liecame acquainted with a brilliant young Harvard 
graduate who was establishing a reputation for himself as a 
shrewd lawyer and able orator and an active political leader closely 
associated with her fellow townsmen Adams and Hancock in the 
discussion and reorganization of the times. This was l’ercz Mor¬ 
ton. son of Joseph and Anna (Bullock) Morton, born at Plymouth, 

u UMJ.T. r pp. 27-28. 
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though it may sound affected to modern readers, profoundly stirred 
his auditors/ 1 

During the next few years, while building up his legal practice, 
Perez Morton held many significant and important appointments, 
(K-rhaps the most res|>onsible of which was that of Deputy Secre¬ 
tary of the Council of Massachusetts, in which capacity he corres¬ 
ponded extensively with (lateral Washington and other Revolu¬ 
tionary leaders. He was repeatedly elected to the Committee of 
Correspondence from Boston and committees for instructing the 
Boston delegates to the General Court. 1 - \t the town meeting 
on 18 December, he acted as temporary moderator. 

Perez Morton is described as ardent and eloquent, of an ele¬ 
gant figure and polished manners. 33 UK wife refers to his soul- 
illumined eyes and to the effect on other women which his appear¬ 
ance created. 1 * 

Sarah Apthorp and Perez Morton were married at Trinity 
Church, Boston, on 24 February. 1781.” Where they lived in 
Boston immediately after marriage is not certainly known. It is 
likely that they went directly to the Charles Apthorp mansion on 
State Street. As the property of a loyalist expatriate, it was sub¬ 
ject to confiscation ; and three years later, 31 May and 24 Novem¬ 
ber, 1784, Perez Morton purchased the rights of Charles Ward 
Apthorp, of New York, and Thomas Apthorp. of London, late of 
Boston, to the property/” Thus Mrs. Morton became mistress in 
the ancestral mansion, of which site was so proud and which held 
for her so many memories of elaborate entertainments and distin¬ 
guished guests- 

The least, the dance, the song ot Rice.'’ 

'’Quoted in boring, J. S„ The Hundred Boston Orators, i«i>- 129-30. 

"Boston Town Records. 1770-1798, vols. 18. 26, 31. 35, passim. 

"Loring: op. cit., p. 130. 

"A/J/./.r., pp. 182 - 3 . 

“Trinity Church Records, Old Court House. Boston. Littlefield, "Intro- 
duction,” p. x. To the Pouter of Sympathy, 1894. gives this date erroneously 
« 1771. 

"Suffolk County Registry oi Deeds. 

""To the Mansion of My Ancestors," in p. 30. line 11. 
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STATE STREET, BOSTON. IN 1801 
From a painting in the possession of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
: The Apthorp-Morton Mansion i' the second on the right, before which a horse is tiedt 
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An interesting painting of the westerly end of State Street, 
preserved in the Massachusetts Historical Society Library, shows 
[li C Apthorp-Morton mansion as it looked in 1801. shortly after 
their occupancy. The buildings, standing close together, give an 
appearance of snug prosperity. Directly across Exchange Lane 
stood at that date the Coffee House of Israel Hatch, front which 
the New York stage was accustomed to set out. : 

During the winter of 1784-5. in an attempt to enliven fashion¬ 
able society in tlx- town. Mr. and Mrs. Morton joined with a num¬ 
ber of the younger families, including the Swans. Dr. Smith. Oli¬ 
ver Brewster. Harrison Gray Otis. Isaac Winslow. Samuel Jarvis, 
and others, in what they called a "Tea Assembly." Under the un¬ 
official name of the Sans Souci Club, they met at the Concert Hall 
for dancing and card playing. Membership was limited by sub¬ 
scription. the hall was closed at midnight, and the amount of 
wagers on card games was definitely limited to a quarter of a dol¬ 
lar. In spite of these precautions, however, the memliers of the 
club were attacked for promoting luxury of living, extravagance, 
and freedom of manners. The chief criticism appeared in a series 
oi articles over the signature “Observer” in the Massachusetts 
Centinel. beginning 15 January. 1785. which urged that the as¬ 
semblies l»e broken up. by force if necessary. 1 he author is sup¬ 
posed to have l»een Samuel Adams. This attack provoked a dis¬ 
cussion which continued in the Centinel, the Independent Chron¬ 
icle. and the American Herald throughout the month. Harrison 
Gray Otis and others defending the club and Benjamin Austin. 
Junior, taking the side of “Observer.” Mrs. Mercy Warren, who 
had attended some of the assemblies, apparently assumed a some¬ 
what neutral position. The attackers were doubtless sincere in the 
belief that in the period of financial depression and uncertainty at 
the close of the war, anything like fashionable excess and gambling 
should be discouraged. 

The chief outcome of the controversy, besides die abandon¬ 
ment of the assemblies, was the publication of a dull and tedious 
farcical satire. Sans Souci, alias. Free and Easy:—Or, an Eve¬ 
ning’s Peep in a Polite Circle. An entirely netv entertainment, in 
three Acts, printed by Warden and Russell during the latter part of 

'Log Book of the State Street Trust Company. 1926. p. 50. The paint¬ 
ing referred to is reproduced on page 4. 
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from 1783 on. was a vestryman. In 1785 he was one >»( the pro¬ 
prietors. the family pew being Kumlier Four. It is interesting to 
find that he was a member of the committee of laymen which, in 
conjunction with the pastor, the Reverend James Freeman, revised 
the liturgy of the church in 1785 to fit needs of a republican congre¬ 
gation. Their action in omitting any reference to the doctrine of 
the Trinity, protested by James Apthorp and a number oi the 
Anglican members. i» recognized as an important landmark in 
the New England Unitarian movement. 

Mrs. Morton's third child. Frances Wentworth, was born 6 
February. 1785; and the next year her only son to survive birth. 
Charles Ward \jrthorp Morton, on 15 August. Her youngest 
daughter. Charlotte, was born 30 September. 1787. Mrs. Morton 
was extremely happy in Iter five children and possibly inordinately 
jwoud of them. Her espial favorites seem to have been her only 
son. Charles, and Charlotte, a girl of great beauty. Her early loss 
of these two made their recollection doubtless the dearer to her in 
old age. Charlotte, at the age of fifteen, she descriltes thus:* 

...a Beauty more brilliant—and a temper more celestial—and 
a mind more enriched by Talents and by Virtues, had never met ob¬ 
servation. nor inspired affection. 

A complexion of the most delicate bloom, large dark eyes of en¬ 
chanting blue, kmc ringlets oi flaxen gold, in which no taint of the 
auburn nor approach to the red were seen, a smile seemingly oi itself 
perfect beauty—an ivory neck and sliouldcr, in symmetry a model 
ior sculpture—sweetness, softness, elegance—a musician, a painter, 
a poet. 

A letter of Charlotte's in the still and decorous manner of the 
eighteenth century is preserved in the Knox Papers . ! In it she 
writes of the doing> of the Otises, Winthrops. Rowdoins, and 
Swans an.l expresses her hope of seeing Mrs. Knox and her 
daughter in Boston during the coming winter. Mrs. Morton's 
son Charles was almost equally handsome and possessed, accord¬ 
ing to his mother, of an intellect of great brilliance. 

yjl.l.T.. p. 282. 

‘Letter to Mrs. Knox. 15 August. 1806. Knox Papers, in the Mass. Hist. 

Soc. Library. 
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C . ,andestl " e relations in th, v™* ”« ,ha * ,hc >' maintained 
the end of 1787 shri"' .' " , ° r,on hoUsC f° r some time. About 
taken to Weston. alH,,!Tr,f * "'"'her of a female child, who was 
brought up." ce " '“'ics from Boston, and there 

Fa "ny Apthorp woihfsccm C ”" fi,lcnl of ^ivly from .letecti.m, 
and re "imed her form... . ° ' ave returned to her sister’s house 
—-— ,Ur relal,0 ”» with Morton.'* 

*''! hc "°vel Thl i '" <l /‘ C ' Vs,M| ' c ' r '*«"*; site "Ophelia" cpi- 

S5“: ,0I,: t-itllcficld’* in/r.KluciS ' y < , W * lter | ittlel.H.I\ reprint. 1894. 

l,n 2N 2 H r Ucal Author Jf tin Vol. r. 19-23; A. W. 

Thompson^ in 'nta! T" in for '*’«ti«... fun.uV/ "<>slonio». Vol. I. 
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... No loiiRcr hy vain fear, or shame cnntrol'd 
Ill guilty amours, Rrown securely bold. 

Mocking rebuke, they brave it in our streets, 

And.even at noon, his mistress meets. 

So public in their crimes, so daring grown, 

They almost take a pride to have them known." 

At length her guilt was revealed to her father, who. as was 
natural, was greatly angered at his wayward daughter and at her 
alleged seducer, his son-in-law. Morton’s affection now was turned 
to dislike." and lie scents to have desired to clear himself by deny¬ 
ing anv responsibility for Fanny’s plight or hy throwing blame for 
it upon her.' She. on her part, maintained her "guilty innocence, 
protested that Morton was the only man who had ever had her 
love, and In-sought the forgiveness of her parents and the sister 
she had wronged. ,n 

The father, incensed hy the conflicting assertions of Ins 
daughter and denials of Morton, demanded a sort of family conn 
oil at which she and her supposed seducer should confront each 
other." All the parties concerned shrank from such a meeting, 
but the father was obdurate. As August of 1788 wore on. Fanny 
hecarnc more and more agitated, unwell, and despondent. I hiring 
this period of distress Mrs. Morton is said to have cared for her 
loyally and tenderly,’" and Fanny felt increasingly guilty of wrong¬ 
doing toward her. 1 * 

At length a date, toward the end of August, was set for the 
dreaded "court of justice," as Fanny called it. As the time ap¬ 
proached. she set down her thoughts in a somewhat incoherent, 
half-diary, half-letter form, partly addressed to Morton.*” m 
which she expressed her fear of condemnation and her hope of 
death as her only relief. In the diary entry of Wednesday. 27 
August, she speaks quite firmly of her intention to die. writing 


"These verses appeared on the title page of Occurrences 
"MS.; I‘. of ,S., Letter xxi. Harriot to Mvra. 

"MS.; Occurrence*; Massachusetts Cenlintt, 8 October. 
"MS.; I', of S. 

“MS.; P. of S. 

"Bray-Icy. “Editors Preface." 

"MS. 

"Preserved in the Mass. Hist. Soc. Library. 


October, 1788; I', of S. 
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and mutual condescension. again to embrace in friendship and af¬ 
fection. . , 

We would add. that were it not for the verdict of the jury ot 
inquest to the contrary (for verdicts must always lx- respected I it 
would have liccii the wish of many, that the extraordinary conduct 
of the deceased, had been early attributed to the only accountable 
cause, an insane state of mind. 

This decision, both because it calmly set a-i<le the verdict of a 
coroner's jury and because it seemed so palpable an attempt to 
exculpate a prominent law yer and a misguided girl, produced many 
heated and sarcastic comments, especially in the opposition Herald 
of Freedom” Much of the acrimony, such as that expressed in 
the couplet** 

nm Mail the villain. though to altars fled. 

Who robs the living and insults the dead. 

was doubtless due to Morton’s political activities in alliance with 
the minority party. 

So far as can lie ascertained at this distance in time. Mrs. 
Morton seems to have sided with her husband and her distressed 
sister and to lave regretted her father's course of action. There 
is reason to believe that a poem in the Ccntinel, Saturday. 27 Sep¬ 
tember. may have hern written by her.* 1 'Phis poem, and the edi¬ 
tor's prefatory remarks follow: 

The following appear, to he written warm from the heart, and 
true to all it, fire,....The occurrences which suggested the ideas 
are perhaps better conceived tlvan related.. The feeling heart cannot 
hut commiserate tlic exquisite sensations on which the cnergctick 
complaint is {minded. 

Where is the father fled, with raptur'd breast! 

Where the fond mother, in her offspring blest! 

Ah wretched child! no friends thy grief controul, 

No melting parent sooths thy anguish'd soul; 

No father's cares the bolts of fate defy. 

No mother's fondness wipes thy streaming eye: 


^ and 13 October. 

’Thursday. 16 October. 

"A servant. Martha, in Occurrences of the Times (see below), says that 
Mrs. Sidney” |Mrs. Morton] was the autlior. 
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dishonour save. 

rn,r cT," K d i URh,er irom ,be Krjvc 

rrhe of RetYnge* 

a time of grief un.l" !•' f ,M,rnK ancl notes, Mrs. Morton refers t» 
fro,n the curiosity or so r' ,a ! <l,s,rcss * ,urin K which '•* ' u,Tfrri 

probably this period , 31 n" ° SO,nt ‘ of hcr associate., which «»« 
forgiveness and kjndn • ' . alt,,m * r t0war 'l her sister wa>oneoi 
ness then or thereafter tv ! herr a l*l* ars "" »«*« of hi,,rr ‘ 
pieces in |,cr late coll.. . " ? Icr ,,u »harnl. Three consccttthr 

C8sa y on "Marriage " i' 1,1 ‘ a,,(t /is Thoughts, are an 
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own constancy: 


—muted hnshami. 
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Since, subject to its anient >wa>. 

How many heart, were Icit to weep. 

To find the granted wish decay. 

And the triuni|ihant |ia..i<«H sleep? 

Such were, of love the transient flame. 

Which by tin- kindling senses led. 

To every new attraction came. 

And from the known endearment riel 

Unlike the gentle care that flow.. 

With all the blot affections give, 

Unlike the grncrou* hope that knows 
Hut for a kinder self to live. 

Was theirs the tender glance to speak 
Timid, through many a »p*rkliiig tear. 
The ever changing hue of cheek. 

Its flush of joy—its chill of fear? 

Or theirs the full rx|uiidcd thought. 

By taste ami moral sense refined— 

Each moment with instruction fraught. 

The tutored elegance of mind? 

Ik- mine tlie sacred truth that dwell* 

On uni, by kindred virtues known. 

And mine, the elutriated glance, which tells 
Tlut sacred truth to him alone. 

No sordid hope's insidious guise. 

No venal pleasure's srr|«-nt twine. 

Invite those s.ml-illumined eyes. 

And blend this feeling heart with thine. 


With tin- arrival in January of C harles Apthorp. Imillier of 
the dead girl, and a lieutenant in the I’.rittsh navy, further compli¬ 
cations ensued. Laertes-like. he sought to avenge his family 
honor by challenging Morton to a duel. If current hostile opinion 
» justified. Morton met this dilemma by craft. He went at the 
appointed time to the apjminted place, unarmed, but accompanied 
by two secretly armed companions, one a negro servant, and await 
ed assault by Apthorp. which under the circumstances was appar¬ 
ently not forthcoming. To make assurance doubly sure. Sheriff 
Vnderson, of Suffolk County, was notified of the im|>cnding duel 
in time to avert any fatal termination. 
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° ! ! e Ma **achusctts Maawiu* T"’ n,0M,h k' ra ccd the first ,»ages 

ThSS’ 0 f"'“' r A„d rt “'”, PU '‘ lis " cd ''>■ Tho— 

a '''l it occurred to the yo^uV^ h “ ,elul of seduction; 

earlier't nl T 8 rcccnl 'Stances' |r',n ,,,akc ca,>i,al of l,K ' ,wo 
in2^ h h i f E, ‘ Iah « h ^ the Slightly 

Mi»s Whitman roma "<* an ^ , ' Ccordi,, K , > - l,c 

* * *0. a. ,3 a. 
— Librar y 

For * further *" * hc W* 

aUlh ° r8h ' P ' bCC bcl0 'v. pp. 109-12. 
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of p an ny and Morton, under the names of “Ophelia" and "Mar- 
t j n> "M p„r some days in advance it was known that the novel was 
in preparation. 3 * but the Mortons were powerless to prevent it. 
On its publication. Mrs. Apthorp is said to have called on Elizabeth 
(Hill) Brown. William’s mother, to protest. A bit of their con¬ 
versation. as repeated long afterward by Brown's niece, was as 
follows: 

"Oh. why <li<l Willie do such a thing," she asked, "when we were 
such good friends?” 

-The names are fictitious." Mrs. Brown assures, her. 

"But everyone knows whom he means" Mrs Apthorp lamented.*' 

When the novel actually appeared, about 21 January, it was 
found that a wholly unwarranted prominence had been given to the 
"Ophelia" episode by the use. as frontispiece for the first volume, 
of a graphic woodcut 'bowing the dying agonies of the girl, with 
her parents rushing in to her aid. and the caption "< > Fatal! I'ntal 
Poison!" Under the circumstances the only thing the Mortons 
could do was to attempt to suppress the edition, which they are 
said to have succeeded in doing. 1. According to Buckingham, the 
novel "was no sooner announced as published, than an attempt 
was made to suppress it. by purchasing and destroying all the 
copies that could be found." Today, probably not more than a 
half dozen copies of the original edition survive. 

Not long after the suicide of her unfortunate sister. Mrs. 
Morton suffered another saddening loss in the death of an infant 
son, born in April. 1789, who lived only eighteen hours. This 
bereavement the unhappy mother lamented in one of her best 
early poring, with the title "Memento, for My Infant who Lived 
but Eighteen Hours.” The poem in full follows:"" 

"Power of Sympathy, Littlefield edition, pp. 83-103. 

“See an announcement in the Herald of Preedom, Boston, 16 January, 
1789. 

"See The Bostonian, vol. I, 1894. p. 232. 

"Buckingham, J. T.. Specimens of Newspaper Literature, vol. I. P- 323. 

“3/. M. L T„ pp. 255-6. 
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As the pure snow-drop, child of April tars. 

* hook by the rough wind's d,--, la tin- breath- 
Scarcc o c r the chilly * K | its low head rear, 

■ '«1 trembling dies upon ,he parent heath. 

So my jo* bo y . arrays i„ fancys tfharms . 

To to w"' with premature decav 

And ,r°' D . IVBANr S,rc,chMl hi > »«** arms. 

And Struggling sighed his little life away. 

A T n h 0 oli" 't' ,HC -sc. 

s t :: r S “ r,n8 gak: 

And cheers wnh vernal hope the wasted tWc. 

"r »' ™.v a pain' 

Joins with awaken”!'^ ' V ° rW ' y °" bri?hl ,pherc - 

«£S?S'^ W ‘ 

To charm the scnlcV^' *** h “ VCnly 
'cttld sorrow of the heart 


CHAPTER HI 


|»HIU*:NIA:"OL \HI" AND EARLY POEMS 
1789-1793 

According to W alter Littlefield.' followed by A. W. Biayky* 
and Miss Shuttles/ Mrs. Morton had before her marriage con- 
■riband many poem. .o .he .V™ England Magacne. V. maga- 
tine of .hi. name i, known .o have exi-.ed during Mr... Morton 
earlv life Moreover. Littlefield-. renark .ha. .he magazine was 
-.he firs, periodical puhhshed in America;’ rather d.scredn. .he 
value of hi. -ta.emcn.. \ careful examination o, .he Baton Mag¬ 
azine .1783-1786) and of ,he earlier (1/84]I and later (1789- 
1790) series of (he Gent lemon’s and Lady's Ten*, and Cotwin 
Magazine reveal, several poem, and pro-.- article, which could 
have been her work; hu. .he lack of signamre. or ...her clue. 

makes identification impossible. 

The most successful of the eighteenth century maga*me> m 
New Engla.nl was .he Massaehusetls Magazine, estabhshed a, Bos¬ 
ton bv Isaiah Thomas and Benjamin Andrews m January. ITS* 
and conrinoed. with one brief interruption, until 1796. 1" ™ 

firs, .-sue, the publishers invited the assistance and contribution, 
of local poets and essayists, “whose future communications arc 
omes.lv requested ’ Possibly in response to tta. -.ha.a.mm 
Mr-. Morton sen. lo .he magazine in early summer a lyric « 
“invocation to Hope. ' receipt of which was acknowledged m ,he 
June number, in the following terms: 

Constants s Iuv«aU«n to Hope, •> animatedly degant-wc 
sincerely thank the unknown sentimentalist. 

The poem as printed in the succeeding l July) issue "as pie laced 
by these explanatory lines:* 

-Editor's Introduction” to his edition of The Fou*r of Sympathy P- * 
-Editor's Preface” to The Fencer of Sympathy, I he Boston,an. \ol. «. 

N ° L^c' Gordon Shuttles. Sarah Wentworth Morton, tier Life and Works 
(Columbia University Master's thesis. 1928; unpublished). 

'Mass. Mag., voL i. p. 449 (July, 1789). 
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The following imperfect Lines arc with diffidence offered to 
your attention they arose from the hcart-and if you consider them 
worth an appearance in your useful Miscellany, the imaginati.n of 
<ose who can feel will easily supply the deficient stanzas; and the 
misfortunes of an individual may possibly excite regret and compu- 
of roses" " ' ° h * PM ’ * CW whom dcs,in >' ta* placed upon “a bed 

Flei.I-'Ih SC P ,embcr num, * r speared her “Philander, a Pastoral 
aline ***"'' apparcm, - v - lhat sh « contrilnited to the mag- 

~ n a r C d T amd " ° f that As has been indicated, 

she had 1 -e e . 1 / Psciidonym Constantia. under which name 
the r a 'T l : n "" "'Partn,™, -To Correspondents" in all 

the Mnnthlv \< •• . aut,fuI Invocation to Hope*.. .enriched 

"the cW r "T m m Ju,y:and in Member it was hoped that 

uance „( her favour!'"'' .\Ta ^ h ° n ° Ur “ An,crica - bv a con ' in ‘ 

»lf Euphelia. in a p«m h,"° n ' a " poct ' ca " ing her ' 

Morton s '‘Invocation to ^ '™* <i 

Mrs. Morton had selected • ' * r ^ ar ' 1 'O the pen name which 
A second Conslmlia (wu , - 

*** ««* it h Sr v ! ar prior riKht ,o ^ 

which were printed in the GemlenLTo “ varioui 

Magazine, printed in Bo^ ^ ^ and Country 
I>cr friends under that name) ha, ^ *°*«ions are known to 
F-tica, Lines merit ev^a .^iT^ «« —th- Her truly 
already used by a justly admire,, w rr ^ ° f a 

rassing Editors; ,hev flatter^» a * r ather defied, embar- 

«rly friend, wil, both fee, 'then,*T ,Ha ' ** b "' 
prevent mistakes. The authoress o£** ,hdr «<* 

a pastoral Elegy; Lines to Eupi u to n *? Ho ^ : **Whnder. 
"am* decorated with a Star fa “" her 

o' H» lair competitors in penial ”• “ nl '“ one or other 

her Mgnainrc. when due n,„icc w It “* ‘ ,l ' a “ d <• alter 

“ ^ •»» graces thL«** 


Sarah Wenlworllt Morion 

This "second Constant,a ' was Mrs. Judith Sargent Murray (1751- 
lte0) a oi Gloucester, tvho had used the pseudonym as early as 
True to their promise, the editors printed common,cations 
Iron, each of the Constantias. designating Mrs. Morton s poems 
bv a Star, and beginning in the same number in vvluch the above 

""'"riTiieni in question, sent in by Mrs. Morton for that issue, 
was a critique w ritten by Mrs Mercy Warren upon Otcsterfield an 
interesting indication of Mrs. Morton's acquaintance with he hev- 
olutionarv poetess and dramatist. Further indication of his con¬ 
nection is her "Ode to Mrs. M. Warren, published in he June 
numlier. Another exchange of compliments with a rival [metess 
was Mrs. Morton's "Line- to F.uphelia" in the January and June 
numbers and several answering lyrics by Euphelia. 

Mrs. Murray having shown no inclination to relinquish her 
signature. Mrs. Morton gradually changed hers, fin, by prefixing 
anmher name. Fhilenia. and after this was well established drop¬ 
ping the Constantia. It was by the name Pl.de,a. probably first 
12 in the Colombian C.-ntinW early in 1790. that she was o be 
Chiefly known as a writer during her lifetime. In Ma - '/• 
she addressed a poetic epistle to Mrs. Murray (Constant,a), m 
response to "Lines to Philenia" by Mrs. Murray ,n the Apnl 
number. Mrs. Morton m her poem said .ha, she hajl chosen the 
name Consumia "unconscious of a theft", because all her hf she 
had been constant, a remark oi some significance, perhaps 
view of recent occurrences in her family. The matter may have 
rankle,! a little in Mrs. Morton's hear,, however, tor we hnd her 
writing of her rival a few years later in terms no, wholly compli- 
mattery 

•Set Mbs Vena Field's (W-v. - *«& •/ * 

Milk Saryeui Murray . University oi Maine Studies, 2nd Scf.. No. . PI 

~ ^Mis* Shuttles o f . cit.. pp. 14-15. assuming Mrs. Morton's authorship 
of 7k, fWr of SyLfcthy. remarks "not even the well-known T^udon>m 
'PUkna' was used.” Since this pseudonym was not adopted until a . 

hter. the fact is not surprising. _, 

* /Letter to Joseph IJennie. 27 March. 1797. in the Demme Papers, Harvard 
University Library. 
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Suishc” ar'lh"''onIv''\*''"*° rta,, « with being thstin- 

nosah for primb ' h ; s H • ‘ r h ' 4 ' ^ ^ Pr °‘ 

P h> Subscript,<„) „ H) Pa Krs of •- n „. Glranrr"!!! 

In ihcr 1 7Qn » \i_ », 

or the Vir, u ,< . . Mor, °" * »'rst long poem. Oadfc. 

published at Uofton ^T i ' "/"v!*'" , OUT CaN,0S - "* 

The title page gives ,h T‘' h,Mna r and Ebcnwr Andrew, 
and the dedication i * . a l Ut K>r ;,s "I’hilenia. a Ladv of Boston"; 
•‘Philenia ” x,. xt ' C Ionorab,c J am « Bmvdoin. Km,., is signed 

'790. informs the r lL7Z n r a ' i0n ' ‘T' ““I*" 1 ' 16 (>rtufcff - 
recent death accent i 11 <,<nernor Bowdoin had, licfore hi? 
regard to the .natter'inT' app ~ ved lhc dedication. His letter in 

considerable amount f ,ca, ^ > lhnl the author has written a rather 
tiom; amount of earlier „ e niakw >URgcv 

i>cr by ,,wu h* 1 ** *«•'««°« 

r^pixtablc. IV., on,/; ' 4 numb " ol piece*, as would nuke it 

, 'n room of ^ '** 1,1 **■ - ■ 

" ,C >“»« .Ho„W W .lt:,"'""- '* h "' ,hC 

An introduction of s 

knowledges her indebtedm.TT ' in whk '»« lhc author ac- 

Canadian Story." j n lhc , ° Var | ous sources*chiefly "Azakia.a 

teniber. Sh " Philadelphia, for Sep- 

jbaractersM.that they xv ill / or \ to cx Ph*in the actions of her 
U r ’ntroduction* w . 

. Sanctioned bv UM .u , . 

from ■ y * ll ° W W., iur lhr I'WM, wi| | , „„„ 

■d? 1 ** "-X Jixrsri"" - h > — 

. 

—2*?22S; «w~ 

^ - - as* sus 

characteristic, of O* - iwblc 
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icc, ivbolly American will «n some respect entitle roc to the partial 
cse o. lhc patriot; that, as a young author. I dull I* received with 
tenderness, ami. as an involuntary one. be er.Uc.wxl with candor. 

The title page gives a clue to the subject matter of the poem 
with a quotation from Spenser's Faerie Qttentc: 

Fierce Wars ami faithful Loves slull moralize my Song, 
while the opening stanzas give further assistance: 

Tis not the court, in dazzling splendor gay. 

Where soft luxuriance spreads her silken anus, 

Where garish fancy leads the soul astray 

And languid nature mount* Iter slightest charms: 

Tis not the golden hill, nor flow’ry dale. 

Which lends my simple muse her artless theme; 

But the black forest and uncultur'd vale. 

The savage warrior, ami the lonely stream. 

The story, briefly, is this: Cclario. exiled from his European home, 
while wandering in the forest near the Mississippi, sees a beautiful 
Illinois woman about to lie murdered by a Huron and rescues her. 
She leads him to her home, where her husband. Oualn. welcomes 
him and invites him to remain with them. He accepts thi* invita¬ 
tion and joins Ouabi in an expedition against lhc llurons C clario 
is wounded in the Kittle, and Ouabi sends him Kick to his wile. 
Azakia. to Ik- cared for. Cclario. impressed before with bet 
charms, now falls madly in love and beseeches her to Ik- bis In 
despair at lu-r refusal, be resolves to go away but is persuaded l.y 
Ouabi—not suspecting Cclario's love for Azak.a-to remain and 
care for her while be and his braves again attack the Htwins. 
Word soon comes that all have Iteen killed, and Celano immedi¬ 
ately raises a Kind of warriors to avenge the death of Ouabi. bey 
reach the Huron camp just as Ouabi. Itound to the stake, is singing 
the death song.** By this time. Ouabi has begun to suspect k e- 

-This song was set lo music by a local Composer and S( P ar /, dy i 
lisbed bv Thoma- and Andrews. Boston. »n 1793, under tlw* title The >>■« - 
Song of on Indio,, chief. Taken from Ouabi. An Indian Tale. In lour 
can,os. By Philenia. a lady of Boston. Se, to music by Mr Hans (.ram. o, 
Boston. Sec Evans. Charles: American Bibliography, vol. 9. p. HI. 
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"* ib ^“» 

^:r zz st: 

can no lon^Hve at f ^ He •* 

Hurons. and .ells r™ '° 

is performed «„hd„e “ ,ake ,us P h « as chieftain. Hi. W. 
described by the author- a " d ' h ' of hi * S™«» 

STL^IL 1 * " i,: lnd " ,n ef da}, 

VIBWES 'hinc! 

{he ^wrW//] I> lZ ,ally reiiewed in th «* Columbia,: Magas*! 

attracted * ^ in “ 

^vage" had inters,,.,, ' En ^ and - "here tales of the “note 

Oroonoko and earlier Tu^ ,r0n . , lh<r time of Mr *- **“'< 
and the author praised : n ,. IC r St00 ’ of lhc P" cm vvas somimruri 

'HT. 1793.- ' *"** ,n ,h * ^ndon Monthly Review for Sept®- 

The 

B f c °n. 'vho'decided 1?? into thc ,Ia »ds of a certain James 
Wh 'ch he called The -lm ^ * * matCrial for a P*ay in three act-. 
Published by Harrison ''7?“ '" d,an - If "as not acted but was 
<,on - in October. 179 s ^ Con 'P an y. 18 Paternoster Row. Lon- 
r °"' * he Ca eric Queen* 1 ' ? pa ^ c bears 'he same quotation 

t ' ateS lhat his play is foun ! 7 S °f bi ‘ n ,he P refacc Mr Bacon 
th< SI, ' ,ln,ary of the storv f ro , 7 MfS ' Mor,on ‘ s I*»e»« and quotes 
thC ° n, - V *"*■ JZ He says that 

offerf;, h,m !° -nbra?7 of 7 > " U,hfu ' brkfe ’ nther 

I trus, h c 7 Vl ° lc,u * *0 the moral , ,vram ■ «hich 

-• ^ * dcv ia ,io„Tm^ dCn !- V ° f '** «■" not. 

Quoted in , he Co , -tm.1*. 

VO '- p R '4a" *-*• 1791. 

h iS " ‘ «* fact ,ha,?h c IT*" ” -''<>9. of A«. HU,.. 

,h 5 con **dered in the same 
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To explain hi, ascription of so much virtue to rude savages.he 
a. length from Mrs. Morton’s introduction to Ouib,. l hc 
, |u . noble Anne. Marchioness of lownshend 
""^.n’s inn. ,2 October. 1795. Before beginning thc 
p’ay itself. Mr. Bacon adds another word: 

^•~~i!3£2s5£ 

ScJissrurrts: - -— 

His dramas personae include Mrs. Morton’s four prmapal 

T ! c lefs a,"V»-arr,or-. Bacon follotvs the order of events 
^.^ Lt ldl certain incidents and develops others .note 
full. He also introduces several songs to be sung •> - 
L very careful to work in details that retpurc explananon by Mrs. 

duTvolume containing Oaahi-wheiher 

rc l' rin,cJ MaSSat ‘"!,"Z r time under the pseudo- 

Magazine.’* and in A “' cr ™‘ P , Y k adds that it is 

nvm Philema. though the .\rw ior* - • 

-Wf' •” ^ "; a ;Uw around the admira- 

tzxfzm ^ -r R r?rt 

he was graduated in ,93. 


Robert Merry. 

’•December, 1790 (vd. «. P 761 >- 
“March. 1791. p. 176. 

"p. 184. 
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setts Ifaaazinl , h Y° ,UnbU,ed ex,ensivc| y t0 -Ua^b- 
“Mcnan.ler”" T TV* pseiK,on >' ms “Aegon.” “Cebdoo." »! 

Pastoral Hun hj 'l T"' ' SSUC ' ,79 °' h<? had addres ^ 1 ■»«»** 
“Aegon'-. f !T^ ^* d,Cafe<1 l ° ****** Constantia." ** 
h's death inrl ** ° Robert Treat Paine, Jr., published a far 

"*ritten while Vwm Ex * tci **' a ^ 

Nymoh a j j , an undergraduate, entitled “The laurel*: 

8 -^: ™ l ' n : a n" in " hich •» — “— 

invited to read J • V" ^ Ruling Passion." which he ms 

1797hX* H V Be,a R W Society at Harvard* 
ftI ‘0 her in the following lines: 

Thoth" h C 5, | rr" COU ' d -- «he law revoke. 

Tho ug E 233 ^ rm,,n : ,cd wha « Chatham spoke: 

Pame's enthusiasm f or ho 

niuch greater than th .* * . VCr ? es was unbounded and doubtless 

fairness be asserted tlZ "'V juStifie<l: 1,1,1 j ‘ "»y perhaps w» 
they excelled those of' Uenc - V - rc £»Iantv. and musical quality 
time . ‘hose of any other American won,an writer of her 

ic " s Ma<jazi„ c , in 17% V V P °^ ms and P rose in 'he Massachu- 
C< 0Ccasi onallv to the r„i ° Uln? ' Mrs. Morton also contribut- 
^■cral B„ s „„; „e„r ,he best of th 

? 87 l a : ,MrS "ann-ah Co^Tr" **" ' **' “A"™ 

much attention" f*“ n ,n ,he Worldm 

£,'T n ;' -iCr V' a ' ■*« in ,ht 

the Jrch - '*>1. .he ediL! “ *«*««■ In .he Cenfnul 
° w,n 8 ‘"vitation: ' ' 3, ° r ^i®**"** Russell, printed 

A,oli l‘StZc[Z n ,lw i A h,, n ° f con '^' a,ion . «ho 

solicits the - ^ < "’' ,0l> dence. The r, r a new ‘P a Per was the 
Western He m i Sph " rrcs P° , »*«!ce of tm " '"" / cn,u ^ting the ex- 
,phc "- may be a, ikt - «>»■"• .Ha, .he 

_ ,. To Ph , 
ffUS,VC “mplin.cu, signed 
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•‘\lfrcd” Mrs. .Morton accepted the challenge with a reply in 
similar vein in the issue of 16 April, beginning 

Alfred, the heaven lent muse is thine. 

Then bid impetuous sorrow cease; 

And at the bright Apollo’s shrine 
Recal thy exil'd heart to 1 -race. 

X second exchange, "Alfred ,0 PhBenia." 14 May. -rf^Hknfc 
Alfred." -’8 May. concluded the correspondence. The .denfity 
of - Alfred" is uncertain. He may have been, as Mrs. Bailey 
asserts. 11 Robert Treat Paine. Jr.; lm, .here seems » te no m- 
dcnce to .hat effect. He may have been Joseph Denmc \V,ll.am 
Hill Brown, or any other of a dozen young poetasters of Boston. 
The serie- of poems, while possessing relat.vely l.ttle men., at¬ 
tracted some favorable comment and were comphmented by m- 
dusion in the first American anthology. published by Hr. E. H 
Sn.’tl. at Utchfield. to,meet,cm. in Tba 

chided a passage fro... Beacon Hill, and .he shorter poems, 
m the Preside... on his Vtsi.mg .he Northern ~ 

til*, to Hope." "Prayer to Patience, and lanes. ■ •‘"DdUCro 
ca."—a total of seventeen pages, makmg her one of the Atnenran 
poets most honored by .he voh,n.e. The C Wamta- *«■ ' • 
lar volume of sclccrions of American poetry. pu thshed hy amc 
Care, in New York and Philadelptua m the follow mg year also 
included the "Invocation to Hope and the raycr- o ' 

Other c «.inel poems durmg 1791 were her By ^ng 
To the Menwiry of Mrs. Abigail Jones.’ 1/ A arch tpuaph 
upon Ih Andre Carente." a 'MM n,a,en,Us'. « » 

fidcl head, hu, a feeling heart”.- and on 28 
odv the Memory of the Y.nmg Heroesjho ‘ 

under General St. Clair, at the Miami of the Ukcs. a . 
feat which tad greatly impressed the na.mnal m.agmat.on and 

sympathies. 

—„e 5 , Marcia E_ d " 

University of Maine Studies, -nd >" ■ - ■ • f M i nut> , C r*s 

Clough, in her study of Robert Treat Fame. Jr.. (I nn. ol 
thesis. 1930) denies this identification. 

“African Poems. Litchfield. 1793. pp- \^2. 

** The Columbian Muse. pp. 221-3. 

Mf..l/./.r.. pp. 251-2, note on p. 2S>. 
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Prose article bv phnl '^ U ' riS,n,as - 1791 • ,he Centinel printed i 
‘heir Churches'and hnn °* u EpisCO P a,ian cus,om ****** 

Popish festival In : ,n§ any ce * el,raI, °n of C hrislmas isi 
known crhlc t newspaper, the Argus, an * 

criticized onU 7'' ' ^ Rl ‘ vere,ld John Sylvester John Gardner 

of metriJiiSS 'l?r Mrs : Morfons 

toward the mr. r ->i r , ’ ut P n,,c, pally tor the author's atotok 

"P'-V- At»* 

herself on the ch . _ ,e ,n composition, and defended 

satisfied with her'rT-f— "' consi -' tenc y. "Conon.” the critic, not 
article on 28 Auei sr *,? tC ' re,tera,ed his assertions in a further 
•text child ' ' ' ° Mn ^ u *ih the request that “toward voor 

Among UTZ'Z 0 " !* n0, S ° rod" 

frequently were th \7 ' c "P ,cd Mrs. Morton's poem? 

f >ii/ed States at PhibH ° r * XIa 9 as,ne : 'he Gazette oj Ikf 
and a little later. Paine’ F7' ^ ° rKan of ,hc F«leralistparty: 
Former's WeekL \r, . ' " Cra/ ° rrCr y- at Boston, and Donnie'- 

Po/m' in 'hTwl';" ,' Va "“" e - Hampshire. 

J? nk Mr *- Morton amo££“?"* XIa ?° sine f " r 1791 I ,792?l 
Pmtcd States. These «■* i P ' oncers ,n sonnet-writing in the 
‘he January issUc and re h " "Sonnet to General Lincoln" in 
. Heallh ” in October V f^****' Written in declining 

l? r . C her who have thus h r i ' ■ ^ mcncan w riters of sonnets bc- 
np °' 0ne l Dav >d Humphreys and are U i,,iam HiU Brown. 

*** foirw frfi . hl,HubterdSmi 'h. Her son* 

cal'exanip|T le bein ^ ab b ac ddcef'-fn ( 7°Z7 irre ^' lIar P 3 **™- the 

* dn, pie. may I* quol _. J {r^’ 1 he first of these, as a tvpi- 

lo w hom Mrs. » » celebrates a friend 

J >Cd Paymg a tribute of gratitude- 

MAjOR GEKERAL°UN COL }f 

Cd m p . ]4 ; n ,h « A/a ^ 

r ’ Janua ry. 1791. Indud- 
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See the wrapt student at his midnight oil. 

* Recount thy deeds and lead thee down to fame. 

While the young hrro kindles al ,h > ,um ': 

Dwells on thy glorious wounds, and boasts thy toil. 

How o'er red Carolina's arid plain." 

Thine was to brave the dog-star s sinking glow. 

And thine to lead bleak winters hardy tram. 

O’er Pelham's stormy hoghts-through Alhol s vales 

of snow; 

there, first in danger, forced thy fearless way. 
here, at thy feet, subdued rebellion lay. 

earlv as the autumn of 1791. 1*>,h Mrs. Morton and her 

“ :r 

„f a theatre in the town. On 26 October of .ha, year. _ 

ton was made chairman of a commU.ee cmzcn >" " k ^” 
mentations to the legislature in hehal, of a reprah 
considerable contention, the legislature final* 

,i„ n in 1793 Mr. Morton became one of the share-holders ana 
ZZ\uL new theatre erected in Federal Ac¬ 

tive prize was offered for the best poen.'vn.ten to be rad n hono 
of L ded,cation of the playhouse Mrs. Moron « ^ 
become a cmt.es,ant. Her persistent refusal ^ 

Han CYrd.nW. 6 November. 1793. a sonnet signed ^ J 
dressed to Philenia. "on her test modestly dechntng to M > 
candidate for .1- medal offered by the Trustees of 1 ^ 
The comperiU.nl teas non by her friend Fame. 
active supporter of the theatre in Boston ,or a — m 
Mrs. Morton’s continued interest is indicated . • 

"Referring to Lincoln's participation in the defense of < harlcMon> So,,lh 

^Mham and Athol. Mass., were scene of activity in Shays’ Rebellion, 
which Lincoln was commissioned to suppress. ... 282- 

. r™, o, the Col So,. Ol Mar. t h f ^X ^chasr 

93. Mrs Morton became owner of o h h J County 

from Samuel Clap of Boston. 21 November, 1/93. Sec o 
Registry of Deeds. 
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IS 1 ' l)enni V° his friend Ro >' al1 Tyler. 2 October. 1795. in 
• ur g ,n g Tyler to resume dramatic conijjosition. he writes f 

rnmt \ VhC,hcr - VOU choo « "• have your opera sung or a future .utr 
a*? r ,,h by His Majesty servants. and 

"mollu lKar " " r * »"«* ™' «• » "* 

WUl B o y ' h ' 7'°' '»'• Mrs. Morton's reputation as a poms. 

i--,W in thr I , , ,h “ "" e ' li ""' S ° f I/, 

to her as "the * r numbcr of ‘hat year, confidently referred 

author "the \ merrnn A ™ ° f "*'*"'*■«" “> A* a » American 
‘he like , T Ad<,,Son ' " tlu - American ltmler." s ‘ and 
her by Dennie j" >or,u ' Vc<l ''‘entry epithet was confer re. I upon 
erary prominent ,. *i ,lrr com, »ination of sixial and lit- 

‘he "union of poisVind ' . <lcscri,,ed hcr so "k' " Reanimal ion ' » 
M »»‘ag u of America."*- P * effeclfd b> lhc **" of Mr> 

Tt !!*■ «*-»• 

Theatre. J °hn Gardiner, a friend and patron of 

J*- J ™*Ph f>cnnie. 

Trumbui,. <,rrfU , ’«*nden; «he same title- was applied to (he p.*t 
'•> Thr Tablet, Boston. 2t 7,5. 


CHAPTER IV 

THE AMERICAN SAPPHO: "BEACON Hll.L" 
1793-1797 

Mrs Morton’s contributions continued in the Columbian ( « i»- 
tme l and the Massachusetts Magazine at irregular intervals 

iuTkoMghl,.- I. is intcresliuR to ob«rvc the oumc-rou. alter,- 
„ons in diction and imagery. marly always lor the *»«• 1 

■Jtf. if. /. r.. PP 49-50. 
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TO POLLIO 

Nol Pollio that these humble lays 

Th1. S l' ,l ! c ,orrcm *»i thy praise. 

1 hat thou the young Columbia's boast. 
(l „,P r ! df of Britain's polish'd coast. 
- fr °T - ,hc n ! u,c ’ s vva '""« breath. 
V .l a fi,rer - iond " wreath, 

• hau that two rival worlds bestow 

> ,h / f,mc «»bdlish'd brow , 
"««*»«* bows the knee, 
lo genius, virtue, and to thee. 


When^. 5 r J l d4Wn ° f liic ?<*> knew. 

When .Vr ^ V .° ,fr ,ns,ruc, '''» grew. 

And kfn i * WOrd a n,,,ral taught. 

She sees her*'!'* p, ' in "‘ l1 ,h "ught. 

With^v'rrw^V' 1 ^ 1 r '*' OT ' d ’ 

Sees tl,rr y ..nn ' ,. hcr >ou,h ■**’*. 

Who Ul i l ‘ c ,hc "'-*rblc race 

sfcSTiJP**' al,cr ' d ii(c - 

S fi2t. b ^ ,Rna,U JCCC " t hears. 

fin,U « r »«h her soul reveres. 

Thj '™< «him. 

-Not all «£ "S VOK * ”« lanie : 

•Not thro' the’wa! c n/‘, Ca " “"r 
•Not all .hv^LH* ! c °! ,,mc live, 

asg-Sgr 

jfffirjy* *& 

Felt those bv t£‘ ,in ® a,r - 

\vh t t a, . ,ho SS&tSTSS ,hron *' 

SjE 5 r ' s Wsi“ , " u * h ' 

VhL foand wiA heart /n rts "rt. 

Vlf,UC ^ Kcniu^^-rM pride. 
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LINES 

ffi/SLu. Use yot.ni; Cohtmlna *»£«• 

cw«R» «*- «rr u ff. 

Receiver a finer./oijder wjj^ 

Ti»jn that iu*> mol worlds bestow. 
Tocrace thy fame embellished brow. 

I;s: w™*** I..W. «- »*• 

To virtue. Remus, and to thee. 

She. whose fair mom oMife « w * 

When on that vo ' cc ' 

While every word ^-ht. 

And kindness won the wanderJK ' “h 
she «r» her early friend restored. 

With every worth lier youth adored. 

Sect Mm! unlike the summer rare. 

Who shut, affliction'* altering lace. 

Still the benignant accent "ears. 

Still finds that worth her soul revere*. 

Ah. .arHAELl not thetoudacclaim. 

And far extending von* of fame. 
v„, all the ioys TIIV a«t can Rite. 

Not through the lapse of tune to live. 

Not all thy Nlrw .hone' 

11 k light with which Ijy 1 arent shone. 
Can to thy bosom yield a gw*. 

Like thine own conscious rectitude. 

For me. by many a lesson taught. 

Of patient hope, the enduring thought. 
Oft have 1 met the insidious stare 
The mean neglect, the cnquirmt air. 
Which shunning every kindlier part. 
«itjlt nriJictl live lacerated heart. 

While* malice urges! the shaft of !»»". 
Have bid the smile of pity reign. 

Ami Proud serenity controtil 
The anguish of the indignant soul. 

Have seen the giddy careless throng. 
Melt at the sorrows of a song ■ 

While the mild stranger still sullied. 
That tear, known arrogance denied. 

In vain the searching mind las sought. 
For worth, mid folly* rude resort 
And still with heart-cxulling pride. 
Found TRUTH with GENIUS close allied. 
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*!*• M ?: t0n :* humanc '"**»"“* early brought her into act* 
I-, 1 - V "’ ,th 1 ,e cffor,s of 'he manumission. or abolition. »• 

I " , IC ' ' VCre I,e,n S formed througlxnit the country in nt 
<lcca.le of the eighteenth century. Through her poems she 

I f-r !"! e " * ,c ch,ef ••ferary spokesmen of the early movemoL 

k, r n ° n ,he »«•••* i**™ oca*. 

uu't i 7 (l| U ' l !" ln Whe " rr l ,ri " ll *'l in the Columbian Cnilf«irf.3A» 
ure „ u w ! ,C<1 " Tcars " f Humanity." it lamented the M- 
DroviMin' C f' r,, ' sh . I,;irl,a mem t„ enact a bill recently before it, 
L ao " 8 f °f ab ? l,shme,u of th « slave trade in the Empire. Ii 
better k«.' irC< * Massach,wtl * Magazine for Julv. 1791. Much 
W: r ; Thc African CkW.- first printed in the C#- 
wa , ^ chL 7 • jMnC> . 1792 ’ wa> very widely reprinted, 

effective!v V re'juently in school rea.lers, and was often quoted 
gives test ini ^ mtcresle<l in freeing the slaves. Whittier 

c r cl 7 .. . 

entire stanza I . ' ' n< 1 Gambia > golden shore.” and the 
The r a^T ,,Kt " DoCS « 'he voice of Freedom cry.” 
eloquence and JL ^ ,K,, . n,lan, >’ arc evident. It |K.*>«-*seA real 

•luce her AfricanT* The writer wisely elects to intro- 

avoids ending with thrT ^ aC ‘ Ual priso,,cr °" a slave ship and 
almost a conventi U '° lc C#capc trough death which liecame 

««Mr;' 3 '"' ^ ** ^ . . 1 

">K upon "Messenia* •• Unavo,<Ia blc. of course: but draw- 
should be forgiven ren"' i*™* K " ,,,an f-r illustration* 

'he school histories of I Cln * nns t,lc fact that to the readers of 
®» faunliar as Willi*,,, thc Roma " and Greek heroes were 

fame and its real cxcrllJ rangC or Pao,i - In view of its later 

" nla y I* quoted here in full: 

THE AFRICAN CHIEF 

-—. 

K<-niurmurin B with ti,-' * ‘ Urk bluc wav *. 

When the whil 8ujrd «" love. 

***** Him in y ^^ v thed «P- 
c palmy (rove? 
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\ chief of Gambia’s golden shore. 

‘ Whose arm the hand of warriors ted, 

(,r more—the lord of generous pemtf. 

B> whom the foodless poor were fed. 

Does not the voice of reason cry. 

-Claim the first right that nature gave. 

Prom the red scourge of bondage fl>. 
s«rf .leign to live a burden d slave. 

Has not his suffering offspring clung. 

Desponding. r«md Ins fetter, knee; 

On his worn shoulder, weeping hung. 

And urged one effort to be tree 

lliv wife by nameless wrongs 

Ilis bosom’s friend to M resign d 

Kesolve.I to burst the crushing Cham. 

Or mid the tattle’s blast, to die. 

First of his race, be led the land. 

(itwrdless of danger, hurtling round. 

Till by his red avenging hand. 

Full many a despot stained the ground. 

When erst Mcssenia’s «ms oppress’d. 

Flew de*pcratc to thc sanguine field. 

With iron clothed each injured breast. 

And saw thc cruel SparUn yield. 

Did not tlic soul to heaven allied. 

With the proud heart as greatly swell. 

As when the Roman !*c.us dwd. 

Or when Use Grecian victim fell. 

I>, later deeds quick rapture raise. 

The boon Batavia’s William won. 

Paoli’s time-enduring praise. 

Or the yet greater Washington. 

If these exalt thy sac ml zeal. 

To hate oppression’s nvad control. 

For bleeding Afric learn to feel. 

Whose chieftain claimed a kindred soul. 
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Oh! mourn the last disastrous hour. 

Lift the full eye of bootless grief. 
While victory treads the sultry shore. 

And tears from hope the captive chief. 

While the hard race of pallid hue. 

Lnpractiscd in the power to feel. 

Resign him to the murderous crew. 

The horrors of the quivering wheel. 

Let sorrow bathe each blushing cheek. 

Bent piteous o'er the tortured slave. 
N\hosc wrongs compassion cannot speak. 
Whose only refuge was the grave. 


fames exchange of compliments with Mrs. Morton contin¬ 
ued m the newspaper Massachusetts Mercury, beginning in Feb 
Ph i' V ' 1/93 ’ W ‘ ,h 3 * eries °* Iau <iatory verses from Menander to 
ulema and from Philenia to Menander . 2 He also addressed to 
*>cr a sonnet in the Massachusetts Magazine for February. ™ 
erTn fall T an<l ,ricnds estab, '*hed Hint as editor of the Fed- 

. , 31 Joston in October of the following year.* he confi- 

tnr- V t eX, f CU '' 1 ,hal shc would become one of his chief eontnta- 
anoeareV- t !*.-'* 5 disa P« Jointe ' 1 - however, for few pieces by her 
first volume' ^ ° f h ' S and nothin - a " er *** 

her hlj ^ lrV ^ ,OTton was ,hus occupied in the literary «* !d - 
had h!n !^ Pn>Sperin ^ professionally and financially. He 
legal title i n M a >ar, ? Slcr ,n 1786 - one of the last holders of that 
Xrs^Z^T Tl Advcrti *™"«* in the Boston new, 

lively in real estateTn' ll ^ * 3 ? d I790s hc was dca,in g ***** 
younger iiortioiis f ’' St ° n and ,n newl - v opened lands in the 

one of several 1 ln 1/91 or early in 1792 he was 

Union Bank the second? T" B ° S,0n who Joined to form the 
-- '■>« second bank established in the town. When it »a> 

w ° r tf i n s ,ose a,,d note * are prinicd in paincs 

-' cc Mi's Ruth Cloueh’s t t 

(University of Maine Master, iLZ? W ^ s °> ^beri Treat Paine. Jr. 
Pubs, of Col. Soe. of Mass n T l L,leralu ". vol. n. P . 224. 

note- 

‘ Chro ^. Thurs.. 23 April. 1789 
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, , 7 = Iunc 1792. Perez Morton became one of the 

ien , bu’ld'ng e “ 0 , lhe Morion residence. This 

rented rooms on the the family removed 

arrangement «»»*•*^ ^ tank and J- 

*- 

■n ** ••> - W * «» 

hno“^‘of the Onh-Te 

Dragon Taverm anv aSvc member of the Demo- 

this time was the 1 «d< - - lM . caine a n object of attack 

ciatic-Repubhcan n P ,..»i > - P*. - , . ch iefly from these that 

in the *"* * W * -° S T h 

««ham Mo ^° n * ^ . lCC(>unl Q f a celebration got up by 

Tinker Buckingham gives an ac ™ - ^ to as the “Jaco- 

the Democratic-Republicans. *h& > b> Republic. 

bins" in honor of the third «»««“>«' p *™ „- hlc b was 

21 Septcmtar. 179 = o,d State House, in State Street, 

formed on the lower floor t Fanned Hall, where a 

and marched througli Merits ^ in th e Fed- 
banquet was served. hi . • p a i ne in a “Song 

* IS Which -*«. the* leaders 0. the Demo- 

crats. His reference to Morton lollops- 

Lo. down in yon corner -afraid U '^ n ' 

^TJ c;,X loves, French eosh- 

Sansculones. with scorn. 

Behold ,hy dissembling. 

Thy blustering, and trembling—Huzza. 

—renireamn .a CM* CM*. * I* 

C Z W. Boston f-. PP. »-ll- 
■S„„~L Cl .vesper Ueen^e. vol. n. PP- ^ 
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On this stanza Buckingham has the following note: 

Monon ' a ,a "> cr "f good standing. He dkl nut jcb 
at the ,, T"^ a ' ,hC P ' aCe Whencc " S*artcd, but awaited its arricil 
the store of one of his political associates, near Fanned Hall. . .. 

Paine closes his song wi.h .his s.anza: 

ST"- 'u S r BC ** te - 1 '“«■ se to dine. 

While Sa«vel“ the o,d. 

<>n stool of repentance. 

V '" Whine «* a sentence—To Heaven. 

er parody^" Ben,amin ’ s Feast " 3 ckf ' 

ere nd J. s. I Gnrrlirs - n exandcr ’ s Fea « ” appended to the Rev- 
p «rez takes the pan oWinioU^ 1 ' °" the Jacobiniad ’ I795 * In wh ' ch 

era ' Court of M-, [,, :T UaS C,ected a representative in the Gen- 

^ich year his name is lio 1 ?' SCfVing until 1796. in 

D "ring the debates on tb lhc dcfeated candidates." 

In g on 10 July i 7 9 J / Un l ,0 pular Jay s Treaty in town meet- 
its adoption xw, * Unanimous vo * had been taken 
fifteen to consider and d ra "" cbosen one of a committee of 

several articles of the treso-T ob j ections of the citizens to the 
resident of th c United States"^ SUbmi,,ed in an address to the 

^^TuTl^Hc^ Wr ' ,cr f '*^tbc h /.mvT.^ an dhbrcv «"on of his pscu- 
He was al^' 500 ^ Sh£, Boston. 

“Boston Town . ° r ,he Chronicle. ' ' - " r,Zcd 1,1 another stanza. 
May. 17%. RfCOrdi - 'oi. 31 (IT^it^v 

“ VoL 31. Boston Town K , ’ • P- -*30. under date of II 

*784-1796, p. ^ 
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r ^ r d«o events acro^the shown in her poems, 

expected p ro-Eni, >l the latter of which was printed 

"Batavia »d Columbia* Online/ 18 January, 

in an inaccurate for excesses of thc revolution- 

Revolutionists.’ follows. 

wL in ,onr area. fr« W*-: 

Invading armies fled the unconquered fbms. 

Where is that spirit of your hardy sires 
Which turned indignant from a ' OTC '*"'”' 

And where that hop,-, a country s cau>e inspire^ 

The Stateman's virtue. an.l the war.Kirs svsord. 

Thc awarthv Gaul now claims the wtllow'd meads. 

Where yx^ famed fathers jatknt. Pj-J 
Sumpt their bold annals with triumphant deeds. 

And learnt the trying lesson to endure. 

Ye sons of traffic! lost Batavians, say. 

Does the hard victor heed the captive > moan. 

Can the fierce wolf resign Ins trembling pr,.. 

Nor make the rich luxurious treat his own. 

Who calls the shaggy monarch of the wood. 

To yield the fleecy fold his fostering care • 

X«, more to quench his burning lip •» 

But learn with tasteless apathy to spare' 

Thus shall ye thrive beneath the victor's sway. 

And thus the fierce Exotic guard your coast. 

Who flung with careless hand, a prize away. 

Richer than all your conquer’d country s boas . 

Transccndant FuttnoM. offspring of the soil, 

Ne’er can an alien's hand that gem bestow. • 

Whose brilliant rays reward the patriot s toil. 

Grace his hold front, and on his bosom glow- 

"Reprinted correctly. 25 January. The two poems arc printed together 
in it.MJ.T.. p|*. 84-5 and 85-7. respectively. 
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When, in the spring of 1795. Joseph Dennie was in Bosco 
arranging f< )r t h e publication of his short-lived magazine venture. 

. Tablet ' hc v «site<l Mrs. Morton to secure her interest in the 
project. Evidently she heartily approved, for hc wrote from Bos¬ 
ton to h.s mother. 24 April. “I forgot to tell you that G. R. Mia* 
r/ TM M,m ° n arc an,on 8 '">• w *nnest partisan,."- Who 
i-q- l '[ WaS ' a unched, he reprinted, in the issue for 21 July. 

f hynin> "Keanimation," from the Massachusetts Stop- 
_ u °‘ * he P rece ding month; but no original contribution of her 
I* n ,las been identified in it. 

Mrs. Morton’s first interest in Beacon Hill. Boston, as a sub- 
/.• / P ‘! el,C ,rca,menl ha<t been shown in a poem in the Colum- 

rlv! 'r 4DeCCmbfr ’ ,790 ’ Written at the 

antmeriH a 1 r, . end * ° n lhe Vicw from Beacon Hill.”' 1 It 
monument by lhe recent erection of a commemorative 

a r M " ?"• ■ By Ma ^ 1793. She had l*gun work on 

j ccl pr- i!"? 1 ' ,,c,cri ptive and historical treatment of the sub- 

: h ; t- hv ~■»*«*" 

actively eiumr i • , Kar< -himself, at an early period of life. 

.hat z im r ant * ■' - «»* 

family. On the u, ,• f nr J Knox ’ who was a close friend of the 
»rl copied from the U?.' ", 5 * n ‘ C n *° n,h - ,he Columbian Centi- 
announcing Philenia’-/ un'l *' /rrYMrv a laudatory paragraph 

Manza I-v "M'm Un<krtaki,, K ‘he poem, followed by a long 
it was still in S K Z ,T °! hcr ,n * hc of ,795 ’ 

Commencement poem" ,, Ti "T'' ,mn whcn Painc - in hi * Harvard 
July. 1795, praised her * " Vcn, ' on of Letters." delivered 15 
writer in company wi,i, „° u,s,an<,in g American historical 
K Minot. John Trumbull -,n!f T Ramsay> J ercm X Belknap. George 

Mv. 1797. Paine, i„ hu Pw BmT A "'" ” °"“ « 30 

**• 31 Ha ™rd. refer, .h' wo r kT h ^'"' ^ 

"Drnnie Paters. 

u ' s " ,8 ^ 1790 

Tr'nS 0 ^ ‘'V R ™lution; Belknap. 

“ rolc ^ 
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rjs —** ->■ 

M,ion of cis-atlantic ee»™' 

Mb. Monon 

"" 'T 1 ml n:: S ”«.,.H,e occupa.l- "< 

. 

reviwon of this her., WM 

Finally, m .he iImUMo.U and Df«rif 

under the title of Beacon lit .« * who f oll qht, conquered, 

tive, dedicated “To the ( stsaten-. ' fN g H , NGTO >j and FREE- 

DO"." Her introduclion, .. Hill, is 


—. 

delineate. True-but 

-Whafs in a name? that which we call * row 
“By any other name would smell as sweet. 

If the performance has merit, the 

absurdity, will not. it .s ^ , K consigned to 

concurrence .«?" ''"'t “Lr u :’r z x.«- - 

hopeless oblivion—fly any other name Hu 

,0t> Impressed with the idea, that an author should h. 
of no sex. aiul that the individual must be UM ' ^ ^ pre . 
solicit unprejudiced criticism and invite candi Lccssary to 

sumng to meet the public eve. I am senst» e evocations 

resifn all personal considerations, aiul that neither i ^ 

nor my incapacity will be suffered to plead ior me: 
to hope, thattny rerses alone can receive the general d.«PProbat^ 
asTparty p re ,ud,cc. no spirit of contention, has degraded the 


'pp. vii-ix. 








6A 
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exalted theme: to those, whom the annals of their country ha«e 
mentioned with honor, the Must has given glory; yet has not dr 
limits of the poem permitted the author to bestow on every indivihnl 
the applause, which his own great actions, on the ample page of 
'story, will more gracefully perpetuate. In situations, where an 
equality ot character was conspicuous, some brilliant event of su¬ 
perior tortune. not personal prepossession, lias induced the altema- 
've: nor will, it i s anxiously hoped, offense be felt, where only 
nonor was intended. 

serve'a* 13 ' ^ ' Ken ,llC in,cn,i " n of the author tenaciously to pre* 
, hr rcRard for eventful facts, although in some instances 

ooetira, J m,Ur< ? !° ,ransposc ,hcir period—and if it has appeared 
Wnoi, l ° Var> lhe chronol °sy. in no instance, to her 

a I ha l ,hem, ^ , y of history been viola, ed 
at nrrsL ? pr « IVC ‘ W ' ine ' of ,h * “«hor did no, ,wrmi, her 
haps nr.* m,, ° er . m< T* ,han ,hc fir> ' book—what remain are per- 

pTtioTo and if ** fail ,u p,ca ~- ru,n b a,ikc ,hc 

apt)licad™"f«. r > . **'' * r, . end ‘' 'h* 1 w ',h many, who do not write, 
-f appropriate «•> imply a neglect 

Prehension than mali en ,v T . 0r,R,natcd ra,hcr ,n " ,,sa,, ‘ 

« is only amid the leisure and n01 ,mproper *° ,hat 

is devoted, that I ,, rmir 1 ***«”**. to which the sultry seas«i 
nor does their m-hV. Ir >' c,f to hold converse with the Muses: 

Hr “ bom ~ — 

might otherwise l-i, • c f* °bhgatory; but those hours, which 

raimd - — A 

S.M. 


is indicated by her ' U " Ile<l ,h f historical sources available 

Selections, Bartrams Tra-Tii p'" Ch “f ,u<,e Be,kna P- 1 -endnimV 
hon. James Allen's manmciim His,ory °f ,he R*** 1 "' 

iiain Gordon,™ cited as : , n . 1 * rm 0,1 Bunk er Mill, and Dr. \Vil- 

lution. 3S an aUthon, y «n the beginning of the Revo¬ 

ke poem opens w ith -i i 
Beacon Hill: ' b desen,*ion of the view 

.o* b " sk “' s s '">— 


front 




^ twin-rivers lave the purple shores. 

Where the high soil disdain'd the trembling flood- 
w7,am d the white wave with *«*- 

Unwearying change ,!k sacredjeened-sp^ 

Reflect the reddening skies and hroidcrd shade. 

Here light sevens wavy bean,*, flow 
\nd seen, a plumage on the mountain s brow. 

There the proud don* oVrUxJcs 

Where the blue Mystic lifts h.S sparkling head. 

Cuts in smiles her liberal treasure y.eMs 
And waves of gold enrich the floating fields. 

Following .ho example of c,.ic writers ot 

siege and evacuation of Boston, the ^thenng of be k ^ 
armies, and the Declaration ot Indcpen emt. a throU ghout 

a "Prophetic Apostrophe to the Proper ot 1 g 

the World." She inserts a brief account of 
eulogy of its special revolutionary hero or heroes. \\ 
renting “Columbia" as a whole: Benjannn Lmcol 
setts: Israel Putnam. Connecticut: John Sullivan a 
man John Wentworth. New Hampshire: 

Island; Montgomery and Schuyler New or „ M , bis 

McIntosh tor Georgia and Henry Knox t* r - 

point. Part 1 concludes. . , ,u 

Mrs. Morton apparently seemed ^maerwHat skepU j 
reception the poem would receive hut promised that if t» , 
judgment, taste, and talents she rentedI shou ' W ' tHe 

succeeding numbers will instantly appear. Ihe cot 
four parts remaining unpublished is hinted a, m the introduc.ton. 

The *We r-tasmm - *« 

passiowd adventures of Lady Harriot Acklattd. the -> 
unfortunate Miss MeCreo, and the pathetic perils of the y 
accomplished Asgil. 

The poem contains echoes of Milton's ''ll Penseroso” and 
“L’Allwro." with certain ultra ses reminiscent of the beginning 
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p oradi sc Lost te s » Vl „„ 

Criticisn,"; C ny %' ■■Eto" m cl SO "!:" 1 U) ‘ ot 'V‘%, 
Churchyard” ; and cStofS and % i" . J«r, 
f° "AWn»h,” and | i t Her «W- 

„ e " ,c sun” of Geo r ia , ' of «™r S to he found under the 

of Egyptian Xile’*_ ' dmy ,he alligator—"mail'd rejxik 

Th « l«and* n ^f ,l < |^ a fhn"i I"! chthinB jaw 

The f 11 an hundred arrows draw.- 

to '“.TtSLTlV '* nt j rh - v ""'"* Pairs, with such 
couplets as the eig h , OT „ h « '""“"drine and infrequent r.ui-un 
. . 


■ «* *™»™„ „ (lt htr cyo 
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Some bard more blest may the high strain prolong. 

Till free Columbia feel the sway of song, 

Till, as the streams of epic music roll, 

Past scenes of glory fill the patriot’s *oul. 

The torpid heart of dull indifference charm, 

To pity waken, and to virtue warm, 

Of deathless deeds the treasured meed proclaim. 

And round the Hero’s twine the Poet’s name. , . 

Since the "succeeding numbers" did not "instantly ap|K*ar,” 
one is forced to conclude that the poem did not meet with the 
enthusiastic approval which I’hileuia's admirer, Paine, anticipated. 
Though her poetical reputation rested chiefly on this work and 
Ouahi, her friends on the whole seem to have lieen disappointed 
with the outcome of this rather elaborate historical undertaking. 
Two mildly favorable notices of the work appeared in the Colum¬ 
bian Centinel. One compared her effort with poems by Homer. 
Tasso, and Goldsmith. The other noted reminders of passages by 
Milton. Shakespeare, and other poets. Sensitive to criticism, she 
doubtless wisely decided that her friends had been over zealous 
in urging her to undertake so ambitious a project. She was prob¬ 
ably also disturbed by such caustic comments on the effusiveness 
of Paine’s praises of her verse a- had appeared anonymously in 
the American Apollo, Poston, 2-1 May, 1793: 

Thy “bosom bankrupt” -ah! too true the thought; 

A bankruptcy indeed that breast displays 
Which knows no joys but those from fiat!try caught. 

Which knows no "solace" like Menander’s praise * 

TRUTH 

•Alluding to the puffs of Menander, a writer as celebrated for his 
partiality as want of judgment. 

Another critic in the same newspaper added on 7 June following: 

Menander has long been employed in quality of recruiting ser¬ 
geant to Philenia, but with all his puffs has never been able to 
raise one recruit. 

Concerning the justness of this attack, it should l»e said that Paine 
was by no means alone in praising, even in overpraising Mrs. Mor¬ 
ton’s verse. And considering how few, particularly of her sex, 
there were to vie with her, the almost unanimous chorus of adula¬ 
tion is perhaps not to be wondered at. 
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This entrance-hall is imposing, with its dim light, which comes 
from a broad window halfway up the staircase, which is located on 
the left of the entrance, and forms one oi the picturesque features of 
the house. Pacing beneath an arch of great artistic beauty, a broad 
passage leads to the long French windows which open Upon the bal¬ 
cony. and one can in fancy see the grand dames who swept along 
these corridors, breathing the periumed air from the gardens, touched 
without doubt during the long summer days by a breath of east wind 
from Dorchester Bay. Returning to the interior, one ascends the 
staircase, to lie charmed by the case of ascent; for the stairs arc 
ideal in construction, low and bread, and the balustrade is of rose¬ 
wood. rich with tlie colors oi a century, while along the centre line 
there is a ddicatc tracery of inlaid wood, exquisite in form and tone. 
Above there is a ceiling design, unique, claliorate. and beauti¬ 
ful. which for symmetry it would lie difficult to find a counterpart 
The work i» stucco, and the odd fancies are finely wrought in odd 
comers, which the rambling lines of the upper rooms compel. In 
the entrance-hall again we lave directly in front of us folding doors 
opening into the breakfast room, which is bright and sunny, being 
lighted by a large bay-window . . . 

Along the cornice is thrown a fine carved tracery. The lower 
lulf of the wall %j»arc is panelled, and the border corresponds to the 
cornice in design and workmanship At the right of the entrance- 
loiyircim. the handsome room, lighted by 

! I :; '—/ My,I w.tli « 
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This entrance-hall is imposing, with its dim light, which comes 
from a broad window halfway up the staircase, which is located on 
the left of the entrance, and forms one of the picturesque features of 
the house. Passing beneath an arch of great artistic beauty, a broad 
passage leads to the long French windows which open upon the bal¬ 
cony. and one can in fancy see the grand dames who swept along 
these corridors, breathing the perfumed air from the gardens, touched 
without doubt during the long summer days by a breath of east wind 
from Dorchester Bay. Returning to the interior, one ascends the 
staircase, to be charmed by the ease of ascent; for the stairs arc 
ideal in construction, low and broad, and the balustrade is oi rose¬ 
wood. rich with the colors of a century, while along the centre line 
there is a delicate tracery of inlaid wood, exquisite in form and tone. 
Above . . . there is a ceiling design, unique, elaborate, and beauti¬ 
ful, which for symmetry it would be difficult to find a counterpart. 
The work is stucco, and the odd fancies are finely wrought in odd 
corners, which the rambling lines of the upper rooms compel. In 
the entrance-hall again we have directly in front of us folding doors 
opening into the breakfast room, which is bright and sunny, being 
lighted by a large bay-window . . . 

Along the cornice is thrown a fine carved tracery. The lower 
half of the wall space is panelled, and the border corresponds to the 
cornice in design and workmanship. At the right of the entrance- 
hall we enter the dining-hall, a long, handsome room, lighted by 
five windows reaching to the floor. The cornice is very elaborate 
here, and the long windows are wide and high, fitted with folding 
inside blinds, secured in a primitive but effective fashion, particularly 
in the front windows, which open upon tiny balconies of wrought 
iron, which show a graceful fancy, developed in the black lines 
which arc now curiously coated with rust. Opposite the dining-room 
is a library, with quaint mantel carvings, fluted pilasters surmounted 
by figures of Bacchus and Ceres, while above the door-posts other 
mythological figures pose... 

The drawing-room occupies the center of the second floor, pre¬ 
senting one of the finest interiors to be found in this i>art of the coun¬ 
try. The vaulted ceiling is elaborately decorated in stucco, while 
the cornice hears deep-cut designs in conventional form. Doors 
and casings bear the graceful drooping garlands which everywhere 
mark the decorative treatment of colonial days. This drawing-room 
^ecins fitted for hospitality, and there is a charming touch oi patriot¬ 
ism displayed in the ornamentation oi the door-posts, whose caps 
are made in panel form, bearing upon the centre space an emblematic 
group consisting of the American eagle Standing guard over the 
shield, about which arc garlands of laurel. The front parlor is long, 
lighted by a large bay-window, which overlooks the grounds and 
‘ riveway ; while the back parlor opens by long French windows upon 
a bewitching nook, in balcony form, from which one can look into 
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I have expressed more to Others, than I would choose to repeat to 
yourself, respecting your literary Productions: and 1 am most happy 
to find you do not bury your Talents in a Napkin A periodical 
Publication, truly classic, such as I had never hoped to find under 
the Denomination of a “News Paper." confirms this Assurance, and 
I am every Day gratified with hearing it spoken of and commended. 

Yet you must not presume to flatter yourself with being distin¬ 
guished as the only Author; for Mrs. Murry |sic] has given out 
Proposals for printing by Subscript**' Pages of "The Glean¬ 
er"!!! This Intelligence. I conclude, cannot fail to lx- interesting 
to you—hut seriously, my Friend, your I'ocolion is Writing, yet you 
must not lie unmindful of the social Obligations, but spare some 
Time for Conversation, and personal Intercourse. 

For my Part. I am practicing, without having studied. Archi¬ 
tecture. and have, from my own whimsical Plan, built a House in 
Dorchester, where I will promise you a Variety of Prospects en¬ 
chanting. ami poetical—a pure Air—and a Reception of Friendship 
and Hospitality, with which Assurance I conclude this Melange, 
which wa» intended for a Letter. 

Adieu Happiness and Success attend you 

S Morton 

March 27th 1797 

You may be very certain Mr. Morton did not omit his Compli¬ 
ments. ami good Wishes, tho 1 neglected to insert them in the proper 
Place—accept them now and be convinced of our Friendship. 

Mr. Joseph Denny I riel 

Dennie. in forwarding the letter to his mother, 26 April. 1767. 
wrote concerning it : 4 

I vend you a few letters from some of my correspondents, lie- 
cause they may. in some degree, convince you that tho’ rude ami sav¬ 
age America does not reward Literature, the few are willing to flat¬ 
ter a Student Mr Eliot* & Mrs Morton have ever been zealous in 
my behalf. & their exertions have lieen more than to weave the com¬ 
plimentary period. 

The invitation contained in her letter was accepted by I Jennie 
on a visit to I-cxington. Boston, and Dorchester in the following 
August. In two letters written to his friend Jeremiah Mason at 

'Drnnie Papers. 

•Samuel Eliot (174U-1820). a prominent Boston merchant, whose father 
of the same name was for a time editor of the A merit an Magazine and His- 
torual Chronicle. Boston, in 1743. 
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ton. a lawyer & democrat. Cooper" laughs at his talking so much of 
himself at his bou>c & attributes it to the wine. Evening read Vol¬ 
taire. 

Dunlap also records having purchased and read Mrs. Morton’s 
Onabi and Beacon Hill. Of the latter he recorded: 1 * 

I was displeased with y* beginning hut afterwards found much 
to admire: 

and of thc former, that it gave him much more pleasure than he 
had expected. 1 * 

In 1799. having apparently received little encouragement to 
complete the original design of Beacon Hill in five looks. Mrs. 
Morton published as a separate poem that portion dealing with the 
fortunes of l.ad\ Acland (spelled Ackland by Mrs. Morton) and 
her hits] ami. To this she gave a title matching that of Ouabi, 
namely. Thc Virtues of Society: A Talc Founded on Fad. It was 
printed h\ Manning and I firing. Boston, who hail published Bea¬ 
con Hill for her. The title page bears the ascription to “The 
Author of the Virtues of Nature”: and. as in the case of Ouabi, 
a quotation gives a hint a> to the contents of the poem: 

T1h*c tender charities, that tie 
In mutual league the human heart. 

Cartwright. 

In the dedication to Mrs. Adams, advantage is taken of the op¬ 
portunity to praise highly both that lady and her husband. In an 
''advertisement” following the dedication, the author says that she 
now ventures to show that virtues are not confined to the rude 
and uncultivated savage hut are also found in the members of 
civilized society. Concerning the incident recounted in the poem, 
she writes: 

The subject, founded upon a pathetic occurrence of thc Ameri¬ 
can Revolution, is principally selected from a little book, containing 
letters of General Burgoync: deeply affected by thc interesting re¬ 
cital. the Author has not despaired of inspiring thc same sympathy 


"Thomas Abthorpe Cooper, thc celebrated actor. 
"Dunlap, op. cil.. p. 174. 

"Ibid., p. 195. 
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Beacon Hill, including epic similes and several references to classic 
literature. 

In the same volume with The Virtues of Society was printed 
an irregular ode “To Time." In subject it is conventional, enumer¬ 
ating the great empires and emperors that have yielded to the 
sway of time. Next it pauses to pay tribute to Columbia and to 
John Adams, then President. 

Even thus Columbia, o'er whose growing plains. 

Chief of her choice, her great civilian reigns : 

Of guiding genius, and controlling hand. 

Finn to resolve, and gentle to command: 

DECIDED PATRIOT ! l ime for thcc prepares 

A crown, uncankcred by the rust of years; 

Haloed by stars, whose varying rays entwine: 

The gift is glory, but the grace is thine. 

While withering millions on far Europe's shore 

Gaze on thy rights, and all their wrongs deplore. 

As reprinted in My Mind and Its Thoughts, this poem is consid¬ 
erably altered and is divided into two separate odes. ,T 

Mrs. Morton's father. James Apthorp. Esq., died at the family 
residence in Quincy on 10 November. 1799. at the age of sixty- 
eight years. After the funeral services at his home his body was 
taken to lioston and interred in the family vault under King’s 
Chapel. Doubtless because the latter church had become Unitari¬ 
an. the funeral sermon was delivered by Dr. Samuel Parker, the 
rector of Trinity. 

Charles Ward Apthorp Morton, Mrs. Motion's only son. 
entered Harvard at thirteen and was graduated in 1804. after a 
brilliant career. 1 ' To his mother he was a “prodigy of genius.” 
He was devoted to intense study, which tended to undermine a 
naturally feeble constitution. Like his sister Charlotte, he was 
talented in poetry, music, and painting, but was chiefly interested 
»n the natural sciences. According to Mrs. Morton, he “made 
Improvements in Medical Electricity; for which he received a 
Certificate from the President and Professors of Harvard Uni- 

* M.M.I.T. version, p. 107. 

"-VJ/./.T., pp. 105-7 and 107-9. respectively. 

’This discrepancy in dates, since he was bom in 1786. may indicate that 
young Morton's college career was interrupted by illness. 
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gu> and an arlx>r uj»on lii- estate: 5 * her “Stanzas” to the British 
Anilias-sador, HoIktI I jstun:** her lines “To Lewis Hervey. Es<|.. 
Secretary of thc Presidency” and her “Second Address” to a 
glove." This last ntav lie quoted as almost the sole instance of 
humorous ver>e in her work. The occasion was a set of “Lines,"** 
written by an admirer, lamenting thc fate of a discarded glove of 
Philenia's, anil closing with these words: 

At la»t. in plainer, or in string. 

Or cleaning plate, your day* may end; 

Who then will think that »uch a thing. 

Poor Glovv! wa» e’er Philenia's friend! 

Philenia's rejoinder follows: 

Ni>— «v* in string, nor plaitfer lu*e. 

But round some tall [reserving jar, u 
Thi* glove, the luckiest of hi* race. 

Shall catch the Gourmand's glance aiar! 

And all hi* envious passion* move, 

Tl»e raspberry's luscious jam to greet. 

The ruby of the |*each to prove. 

Or crab, a* jieach. or raspberry »weet. 

Or gooseberry—with it* blending tart.— 

Or tlie plump cherry'* scarlet heart. 

Which more than maiden blushes move 
The seieuee of his ta*te to love. 

The sugared fruit within thy care. 

May more his tempted thought beguile. 

Than bashful beauty** timid air. 

Or lulmv infant's gladdening smile; 

If lovely bride, or liabe of glee. 

Were hi*, who waste* lii* verse on thee. 

Then, lucky glove, exulting go. 

And a* in “«rrr//' thy day arose. 

In sweets its latest hour shall close. 

S**eet*. that in kind succession flow. 

Young lteauty shall exulting see. 

B *UU.T.. p. 77. 

Mbid.. P p. 78-9. 

"Ibid.. p. 83. 

"Ibid., pp. 121-2. 

"Ibid., pp. 120-121. 

"Ibid., pp. H9-20. 
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gratitude to the artist in a poem printed in the Fort Folio. 18 June, 
1803. concluding in the following lines 

E’en me. by no enlivening grace array'd. 

Me. bom to linger in affliction's shade. 

Mast tltou, kind artist, with attraction drest. 

With all that Nature in my soul express'd. 

Bennie ("Samuel Saunter”), who was editor of the magazine, 
preiaced thc-e verses with a eulogy upon Stuart and the portrait. 
Stuart, who wa> somewhat of a i>oet as well as artist, immediately 
replied in a poem "To Mrs. M." containing these lines:* 1 


Nor wonder, if in tracing charms like thine. 

Thought and expression blend a rich design: 

Twas heaven itself that blended in thy face. 

The line* «*f Reason with the line* of Grace: 

Twas heaven tlut hade the swift idea rise. 

Paint thy *oft cheek, and *|arkle in thine eyes: 

Invention there could justly claim no part, 

I only h<ast the copyist's humble art. 

The third |«ortrait is a replica of the second, with slight dif¬ 
ference?. in costume, posture, and head-dress, and the addition of 
a bust of Washington in the background. 

The most important literary magazine in New England during 
the first decade of the nineteenth century, rivaling I )ennie‘s I’ort 
Folio at Philadelphia, was the Monthly Anthology and Boston Re- 
fete. This was conducted at Boston from 1803 to 1811 by the 
Anthology Club, a group of young men of Boston and Cambridge, 
anxmg whom Emerson's father, the Reverend William Emerson, 
was a leading spirit. The Club had frequent meetings, at which 
articles submitted were assigned to different mcmlx-rs for discus¬ 
sion and criticism. In June. 1801. Mrs. Morton's “Keanimation. a 
Hymn for the Humane Society." in a revised form, was reprinted 
in the magazine. At the meeting on Thursday, 19 June. 1806 ” 

"Tin* pr*rn rc-appears in Sty Mind and Its Thonghts. pp. 74-6. but the 
impersonal pronoun take' the place of the personal one. 

‘'Port Folio. Yol. m. 1803. p. 185. 

'‘Journal of Proceedings of the Anthology Society, p. 78. 
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their social prestige, and brought still other distinguished guests 
to the Dudley Street mansion. 

Two letters, one from C harlotte Morton to Mrs. Henry Knox, 
at live latter’s estate. •‘Montpelier.” and the other from Mrs. Mor¬ 
ton to Mrs. Knox’s daughter. Mrs. Ebenczer Thacher. dated 15 
August. 1806. and 29 May. 1807. respectively, relate to visits be¬ 
tween the two families. General Knox, after retiring from the 
Cabinet, had removed to Lincoln (now Knox) County, in Maine, 
where be held extensive grants of land, and where the family now 
lived in baronial fashion at their stately residence in Thomaston. 
Charlotte’s letter reiers to a recent visit by Mrs. Knox, and her 
mother’s is in acknowledgment of an invitation to visit "Mont¬ 
pelier" in the summer of 1807. The journey to Thomaston, doubt¬ 
less made by sea in the company of Mr. Thacher. must have been 
a pleasant diversion for Mrs. Morton and Charlotte. The death 
of the General in October. 1806. called forth a "Monody to the 
Memory of General Knox" 41 from the |t» of IMhlenia. in which 
shc praised him as* 4 

With all of nature’s gift. an<! fortune* claim. 

A soul of honour, ami a life of fame; 

A warrior-chief in victory’s field renowned. 

A statesman with the wreath of virtue crowned. 

The first marriage among Mrs. Morton’s children was that 
of the youngest daughter. Charlotte, who was united on 21 June. 
1808. to Andrew Dexter (1779-1837). of a prominent Rhode 
Island family. Shc was a beautiful and vivacious girl, who re¬ 
sembled her mother in character anti charm. In the year of her 
marriage, her portrait was painted hv Stuart, together with one 
of her husband. Charlotte’s portrait. in which only the face was 
done by Stuart, shows her blue eyes directed toward the spectator 
and her golden hair in close waves and ringlets around her head. 
She wore a white Empire gown, high-waisted and low-cut. with 
short puffed sleeves, and a blue scarf fallen from her shoulders 
over her arms. 41 

“Not. she informed Mrs. Thacher. the "Monody" which had appeared in 
the Monthly Anthology. December. 1806. 
p. 256. 

'Park, op. (it.. voL t, p. 286. 
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CHAPTER VI 


THE LATTER YEARS: “MV MIND AND ITS 
THOUGHTS’’ 

1808-1846 

On 2* February. 1780. sltortly More Mrs. Morton’s mar¬ 
riage. her grandmother. Grizzell (Eastwicke) Apthorp. had Net¬ 
tled upon her by deed a certain piece of projwrty in Bowdoin 
Square. Boston, adjoining Cambridge Street and^ Green Lane. 
This projK-rty -Mrs. Morton sold on 10 Septem1*r. 1798. G*r §5.000 
to Harrison Gray (His.' The proceed* 'he applied to the acquisi¬ 
tion "f a tract of land in Dorchester, at what was known as Allen’s 
Plain, fronting .hi Pleasant Street ami adjoining Stoughton Street. 
This land had been forfeited by it' former owner and was held in 
trusteeship apparently until 26 May. 1816. when it was deeded 
by William Sullivan. Esquire, trustee, to Mrs. Morton.* 

Here the Mortons had probably lieen living since 1808 at the 
latest, in a house which was locally known as the "Pavilion. Ac¬ 
cording to family tradition. Perez Morton erected the house before 
his wife had any knowledge of his intentions. I f so. his architec¬ 
tural ideas must have differed widely front Iters, for the * Pavilion 
was much more original and romantic in its conception than the 
dwelling on Dudley Street. It was said to have been constructed 
in imitation of buildings in countries where hurricanes arc fre¬ 
quent. Its appearance in after years is thus dcscril»c.l by Mr. 
Clapp:* 

The house, according to my imperfect recollection of the .Mails 
of a familiar object seen daily from infamy, comprised an extensive 
s*Iuare lower or ground story, with a broad piarra in front- A sec¬ 
ond story, still smaller in floor surface, rested symmetrically cm the 
centre of the first, with both stories low studded It was a common 
report in my boyhood, that another story still smaller in extent once 
crowned this second story. ... The building, as now remembered, 
had the appearance of having led painted of a dark greyish color. 


‘Suffolk County Registry of l>ceds. 
’Ibid. 

"Clapp. David, op. (it., p. 83 n. 
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existence had been one of suffering, hut his affectionate, noble, 
and sincere nature and his unblemished character had endeared 
him to many Insides his mother. His death was caused by “a 
Dropsy of the Brain, a disease.” as Mrs. Morton wrote in self- 
consolation, “always accompanied by premature but extraordinary 
capacity."* For a time she was inconsolable and unable to believe 
his loss real. When the boy’s remains were interred under Kings 
Chapel, she at first refused to have the vault scaled up. and during 

Eight lorn days oi speechless horror’ 

spent the daylight hours near his body “under the desperate pos¬ 
sibility that life was not wholly extinguished."' On one of the 
days, as she passed into tlie under aisle, a single raindrop fell upon 
her 

.... as ii an angel's eye 
Gazing upon this form of woe. 

Had melted to its murmured sigh.’ 

Besides the poem in which this incident is described, three other 
verse tributes to her son are grouped together in My Mind and Its 
Thoughts. The finest, and one oi the most eloquent oi all her 
utterances, is "lamentations of an Unfortunate Mother over the 
Tomb of her Only Son.” from which the following lines are 
quoted 

Poor Boy! 1 thought thou o'er my urn would'»t weep! 

\nd grieving yield me to the tomb’s last sleep: 

Nor. in the dawn of years, when liopc was gay. 

Like heaven's bright arch of promise, melt away— 

Lost, like a sun-beam in the spring's chill hours. 

And transient as the garden's earliest flowers. 

To an increasing degree after this event. Mrs. Morton found 
consolation in religion and in nature. The poetry of her contem- 


P- xix. 


0ld Dor ^ter. p. 400. 


• M.M.I.T.. p. 281 n. 

'Ibid. p. 263. “Stanzas. Occasioned by the Question of a Friend. 'What 
has preserved you:'" 

'Ibid., p. 282 n. 

‘Ibid., p. 262. “Stanzas.” 

“Ibid., p. 261. 
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Council on the following Friday. It is to l>c presumed that the 
Council acted favorably, for the records of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of 23 January, 1811. read as follows:" 

As soon as the House was called to order, the Clerk read a letter 
irom the Honorable Perez Morton, informing the House of his ap¬ 
pointment as Attorney-General, and the consequent constitutional va¬ 
cation of his office as speaker of the House. 

Mr. Morton served in this position until 1832. As Attorney- 
General. Morton now occupied a permanent position of promi¬ 
nence in the commonwealth, which was undoubtedly a source of 
extreme satisfaction to his wife and children. 

The last mention of Mrs. Morton in connection with the 
Anthology Societv is the record of assigning Beacon Hill to the 
President on 18 April, 1809. for a "retrospective review/" Al¬ 
though her poetic output was now lessened, the War of 18 - 
stimulated her to the production of several patriotic verses in¬ 
scribed to national heroes. Among these were her "Ode Inscribed 
to Major General Brown. Conqueror of the North.' 1 her” Huge 
for the Public Funeral of Captain Lawrence” of the ill-lated 
Chesapeake.' 5 her “Naval Song” in honor of Commodore Perry s 
victory,'* and her "Prophecy" addressed to Commodore John 
Rodgers, defender of Baltimore. 1 ’* The termination of this un¬ 
popular war Mrs. Morton welcomed in a "Song for the Public 
Celebration of the National Peace." 1 * set to the tune of "Rule. 
Britannia" and bearing the refrain, 

Hail Columbia* Columbia blest and free. 

The Star of Empire beams on thee. 

Late in 1816 Mrs. Morton was greatly comforted by the re¬ 
turn of Charlotte, now the mother of three children, to stay with 
her while Dexter was establishing himself in the South. In the 

’•See Columbian Ceuiinel for Saturday, 26 January. 1811. 

’'Journal of Proceedings, p. 186. 

“ M.M.I.T.. p. 217. 

"Ibid., p. 216. 

-Ibid., p. 215. 

"Ibid., p. 214. 

•Ibid., pp. 218-219. 
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Mrs. Morton kept up her friendship with John and Abigail 
\dams. as is indicated by the title of one of her poems, "Stanzas. 
Written on a Social Visit to the Retired Patriot. John Adams." 3 
A letter from the aged ex-president to Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse. 
Professor of Medicine at Harvard, in 1821. in a playful discus- 
Mon of genius, remarks of her. "Mrs. Morton says Genius is Sor¬ 
row's Child." 3 * Adams is here quoting from Mrs. Morton’s lines 
to Gilbert Stuart, in the Port Polio, 13 June. 1803: 

Genius i» Sorrow’s child, to Want allied, 

C'onvd'd by Glory, ami sustain'd by Pride 

Another frieml who was a frequent caller at the home of the 
Mortons during this period was Isaiah Thomas of Worcester, 
who faithfully records his various calls in his diary/ 1 He seems 
to have lien, on friendly terms with them both: and they often 
called to.see him when he visited hi> old partner, hlxmezer An¬ 
drews. at die latter’s home in Dorchester. An interesting entry 
in Mr. Thomas'* accounts i> an item for 22 July. 1823. "Cash paid 
away Mrs. Morton’s lx».k-$2.50." This was a copy of My 
Mmdirnd Its Thoughts, tor which he had subscribed and which 
on his return to Worcester Ik- presented to the library of the Amer¬ 
ican Antiquarian Society. 

This l«.k. My Mind and Its Thoughts, in Sketches. Frag¬ 
ments. and Essays, issued protahly early in the summer of 1823, 
was Mrs. Morton’s last published work, and the only one to ap¬ 
pear over the author’s real name: "Sarah Wentworth Morton, of 
Dorchester. Mass." The title i«ge l»cars this quotation: 

I Mood aiiHxig them, hut not of them— 

In a shroud of Utoughts. which were no! their thoughts. 

The introduction, signed S. W. M. and dated Dorchester, 1822. 
has for its title “Response Courteous to the Question Imperious, 
by Way of Introduction.’’ 3 ' In this she anticipates possible ob¬ 
jections with the explanation that while some of her sketches have 

"J/JfJ.T.. p. 194. 

"Quoted in The Atlantic Monthly. VoL 139. p. 783. 

"Transactions of the American Antiquarian Society. Vol. X. 

*PH XT-xvii. 
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The edition was sold by subscription and probably was lim¬ 
ited to about two hundred copies. Among the subscriliers—a list 
of nearly five pages at the end of the volume—appear the names 
of John Adams, the Governor and the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Massachusetts, the Chief Justice. Isaiah Thomas, and many other 
prominent and celebrated personages of the day. 

As the title of the book indicates, it is a miscellany of prose 
and poetry. The first section. 109 pages, is chiefly composed of 
121 brief prose sketches or "fragments.” usually single para¬ 
graphs. These deal with such themes as Adversity. Anger. Beauty 
and Youth. Conscience, and Happiness and Pleasure. These di¬ 
dactic pieces vary in length from two lines. 1 ” 

If vmVE be not always it* own reward, yet admit this infallible 
axiom, that vice i* always it* own avenger. 

to the longest, which is forty-four lines. These "fragments" arc 
interspersed at irregular intervals with poems, generally accom¬ 
panying or illustrating the prose observations. Toward the end 
are inserted several occasional poems, particularly a group oI 
seven written at the time of her visit to Washington and Phila¬ 
delphia in 1802 or 1803. An example of the prose fragments is 
the following, on "Happiness":* 1 

Next to the beauty of virtue. i» that of itAWlXMS: causing the 
eye to *pcak unutterable thing*, the complexion to bloom, and the 
countenance to open and brighten, and harmonize with that look of 
heaven which stamp* the human face divine. 

Goodne** i* often known to exist without HArriNF.ss; hut never 
did the angel of felicity illume the features of the wicked. 

At the end of the first section come a series of six "Paradoxes, 
short essays, entitled respectively “Necessity." "Erring Mortals, 
“Love and Glory." “Zeal." "Quiet." and “Love of Country," fol¬ 
lowed by two “Odes to Time.”” 

Part II comprises 157 pages, in several sections: “The World 
and Its Ways.” "Essays." “Hymns." and “Monodies, Elegies, and 
Stanzas." Of these the last two arc entirely in verse: the first 


Pf 287-8. 


"M.M.l.T.. p. 25. 
"/fckf.. p. 65. 

“Sec above, page 79. 
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Iht° are more dabo i "^ rmixed * ‘ n * essays, thirty in nuns 
seven pages, thoughtnost donT^' *°T TUnain * throu S h «« 
mainly concerned with ah ^7 "° Th ^ art 

" ^ -he character of “ 

fPcrs ‘e! £“* “-f appeared earlier in «. 

‘Constantia.” or “Cambria’ r n pen ’ names - 

above. The prose article m “. v cases I>een described 

"“sly printed. 1 e ‘ N >4> ,ar as ,s known, had not been previ- 

are occasional 0 ^^,^'. ,nd ' CatCd ' most of ,he poems included 
yotional lyrics. The r> \ " a,ure - with some reflective and de- 
*" hcr fa mily and dcvotioTm | J re<, “ cn . ,l * v im P r essed with her pride 
'he n»ost characteristic .* • husband an,! children. Perhaps 

llle Shades of niv W-T " CO,,ection is her "Invocationto 
selection in the book. Fih en,WOrlh a,,d Apthorp.” the final 
an«i occasions f 0r nianv I" Pag * S ° f no<es - identifying person' 
which refer to herself or h„ t co,,, P l<r,e «he volume. Those 
information regarding her!" *** amon S lhc chief *•<<"*> oi 

Brooks in the New York/l W 2 rk a P» ,eare <l. one bv James G. 

Boston and another in the Coltna- 

! Cave *° "'"it that part of 7 high,V "“kgistic. Brooks begs 
in k r out the faults of a work adding WW ^ 1 Consists in P 0 ”** 

Plnck SS t« r V' aU ” ,Ul - frm«n.ly 

flashes ,k... “* ^^adcs ,h c u+«u. . ° f ,n “g'"ation. 


thought. and 

flashes of lhat * * P * rvad « «hc whole- w l ,ma S ,n *»n. and a 

*»» to LSSir ronumic 5 >-h.w^rL"V requcn,ly ™ 
^ hOMm: - ‘-Siw.* tS.'E ‘f •" *-»*— 
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fortune like ooe who has experienced its capricious inconstancy; 
and on youth and beauty like -«k- who has assessed their bewitch¬ 
ing but evanescent bloom, and who still possesses their refined and 
pure feelings. She looks upon nature both with a poetical and phil¬ 
osophical esc. and improves the understanding whilst she delights 
the fancy, and softens the heart. We arc aware that the* may he 
called hyperbolical praises. But. once more, we refer to the hook 
itself. If any man can read it without strong respect, and admiration 
for the fine mind it evinces, his taste is not much to be envied. 

The Ccntincl review, signed “Amicus," quotes several selec¬ 
tions from the book: from the introduction, the “Apology f from 
“Thoughtsfrom the essay on "Adversityfront that on “Rights 
and Wrongsand from the poem on the death of her son. " Ami¬ 
cus" closes his review by 

merely remarking tliat it is not intended to recommend this work 
as faultless; but we know not any work which has lately issued from 
the press, that has a better tendency to improve the heart, the morals, 
or the manners of the community tlian the one before us. 

Both reviews are graceful tributes by critics of a younger genera¬ 
tion to the waning reputation of an elderly jxietess who ltad once 
enjoyed the chief literary distinction among her sex in America. 

Though Mrs. Morton doubtless continued to write verses 
after 1823. nothing from her i**n i> known to have l»een preserved. 
A snail volume containing al*out a half dozen poems, published 
anonymously at Boston in 1839 by Dutton and Wentworth, is at¬ 
tributed to Mrs. Morton conjecturally. in a handwritten note in 
the Columbia University Library copy, probably on the basis of 
one of the poems contained, w hich has to do with a grave near the 
monument of Judge Morton at Taunton. The collection, entitled 
Nature: On Freedom of Mind end Other Foetus, show s no similar¬ 
ity. in sentiments or verse style, to Philenia s poetry. 

Mr. Morion retired from office in 1832. at the ripe age of 
eighty-one years. Our last picture of him and his wife is given in 
the words of David C lapp, w ho was then a child: 


The families of herself and her husband were connected in vari¬ 
ous ways with the leading characters of the time, and the Pavilion 
where the Mortons resided—in itself a unique and most attractive 
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uuuouig' was tor many years .he centre of a brilliant array of men 
_ women conspicuous in law. literature and fashion. Being brought 
.IT" m r ,,S near Vidni!y< 1 weM it and its mnu.es 

Z , y ' arSl and can n ‘ ,w di «' l “*ly recall the aged Mor- 

.couple seated on their broad piazza and enjoying the south-west¬ 
erly summer breezes as thev swent af rn« ....... 


■ • i I. , ■•“h 11 ", io.iu. alter re 

burilr"!‘ h “ s ' xpen ‘'' as "“>■ '«• com, 

bun. I leaves all his propmy , 0 „ is wi(t 

and m caw of her decease. his ,| a „.. hl 

Umungha", and Anna lands,. Mor,. and „ 

b s deceased daughter Charlotte Dexter. 

■ Uhlu-r Sarah partKularly, and leave, |„ 

third part of Ins estate, two shares in the Kr 

Z!Z:* death ’ h ° WCVer ' ,he inventory < 

ha ,, "° Pr ° P ' r,V li “" 1 ' ''> U* to be a< 

hi SC P 3 ™' «casion,, awards 

b >' "* United Stales Treasury on cer 
ion claims. I he first of these was SSm * 

o f ri:- t -v^rnH 

ye.trs later, on 29 < 1,clZr^\ ,*she'^'thfe 

‘‘The Allas. Boston. Tuesday 17 rwu ... 

’Clapp, op. cit.. p. 82. 
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Soon af.« her h,.band's death. Mrs Mono* 

, mmr in that part of Braintree which had been set Ott as 
^"e she Lided with her sister. Elizabeth A,* or,, 

S latter's death. Now over eighty years old, she live 
oilietiv though taking much interest in Christ Church. Bene ac- 
don. to thi- Episcojal church arc alluded to in an account ol 1 
” !„. r death.- < -n 26 April. 1841." -he was accorded 

,he thanks of the church for a present of two valuable silver patens 
or Ccn,in,union pla.es. "For Chris, Church. Quincy. fro". Sarah 
Wentworth Morton, as being one of four generations tha, 
worshiped at this altar by the name of Apthorp 

Before leaving Dorchester, die drew up her final w,l and 
uit.,1.11, on ,W April. 1841. adding later. ,n 184.1 a ^'7, 

den.lv because of the decease of the firs,-appointed executor 
Alt,; making certain individual bequests, -lie diiect*^ 
estate be sol,I and the pr.wee.ls divided ,n ,our equal 
her two daughters then living, her eldest grand-daughter Omelda 
Eastwick Clinch. and the children of her deceased dauglter. bar 
lone Dexter. In accordance with her husland s request, slu gav. 
speciaWemcmbrancc to their elde-t daughter, Samh Uinn.ug ,a b 
in leaving to her. as he lad done, two shares ,,, the Kennebec 
Bridge, a, Augusta. In addition to this and other items. « * 
queathed to this daughter "also toy case of silver sp,«.ns. narhc 
S A descended from my firs, ancestor known to me. It r 
,cresting to note that the first bequest ... her w,l is 
relief of poor woman in DorcheMcr-probal.lv a lurmcr 

vant: 

I giw & bequeath all my common & ordinary appwd. Mich ju. 
my daughter* would no* thenwdee* wear, to wit. cotton* « 

coo Flannel* tc Mocking* with three of the most worn blade » 
or pelisses & the skim appertaining thereto, also my old 
mourning cloak * my two oldest black bonnets the one f ^ 
the other of black s.lk or satin, also a good trunk, with a good 

'Sec below, note SO. 

“Christ Church records, vol. u. 26 April. 1841. ... ru.it i 

“tirainger. William. The Oldest Parish in Massachusetts .. .t hrui 
Church. Quincy, p. 37- 

“Norfolk County Registry of Probate. Lib. 13. hoi. -30. 

“Presumably Susan Ward, wife of East Apthorp. 
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abo »t H^hfo'uv'^I e Tnt""" h’ f hrr ' IC ''“ h ’ rrnbd 2 
Christ Church, valued af$35 a" I ’°""""'" J l*» " 
n °t included in the vai „T. . inventory also listed, as *»*» 

T "»»ry to i -">• ' Uited Sure 

SM.384.32}* on account, (I ^ <0r Frcnch 'l-halMts aat 

x " ,hin '” 

survived 1 ,'..°'a' mC ""° ned in Mrs. Morton 1 . -riD 
; n f a«. deprived her of h,r i lt ‘ rcavc,ucnts 1W3 and 1845. 

J' uc >' Apihorp Winbol, w , “* ,mn,c<I,ate relatives, unices a sbttr. 

lv '- was stillX ^FaH ’ 7" ' tHcn *"* «*•» -cm, 

Louisa Morton, died 31 March M " n ™ rned ,la " Kh '"' Anra 

H. Clinch. ,r in s,, ,, n ' “ ,hc "< <■* RcvcreM 
b " n I|V '"K- The second sue, "' " h °' C h,,l » h " l 'l .he had 

"'"ghain, now a widow * ,la "KlHer. Sarah ApthorpCm- 

O" >8 February, wiui. m '**4. W 

ftth Apthorp, with whom .hc'lia'i Mur "’ n “ >"""K' r Eliza- 
Mrs. Morton's heal h, ' r 

h ,' r <taKh.« She die,?, ’ pp,r '"“.v *uod until a little below 
sFort duration, at her home in o**‘ a, ** r :1 ' mrr ,U,K " ol 

*the alter,,. . Z'" «“'”*>• Her luneral service, were 

S". '« Boston lor buS ,n H , ’ aX " c ""'= a„-I her Inly was 
"*’ s dtspeh- Her Will had Aplhor l> family tomb, unde, 
k —inw . 


. . '’iii ieu : 

1 'lirect my body tr> I 

i-* - 

-a e. d ‘"mb in & that the 


‘A Henry Sm „ ,n & «»»< «bc 

^- - « "I Tree, Mom. 

err oncou,|y - n< * ,ce "> the Quint v Pn , . 

^sss&i ' Ap '' uw — 
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on a platform of br' ju riK(f nr lop prevent any other 

«*““"“ tv,,to* & .to, the Ihrcc bodie. to enclosed in 
rX Je -to ' -to. durable Unto, my own remain, between 

f-SrSrHilSSS 

dull be made. 

A contemporary newspaper obituary notice said o( her 

M tod attained "an are which lew survive", in .to Ml 

SSSSSSSSrJa: 

warm friend. 

Mrs. Mortons children have been discussedin 
tm.es Of her RrandchiUlren. tlw eldest was Andrew AK<«d Dex 
ter, Charlotte's son. horn probably in Boston in 1809. ' 

Harriet,a Sarah Williams ami died in 1853 or 18M ' 

children were livin K in Texas in 1900. and grandchddren m Mon« 
gotnery and New York C „y His sister. Charlotte Soph * 
bom in 1812. was perhaps brought by her 

ton, a, lea., she «. living in tjumey wlwn retnen Iwrcd m he 
latter's will in 18.18 She lived until 1878 The thml ch.ld ol 
family. Samuel, horn in 1815. died in T exas in 18.V. 

Ol the Cunningham children. Sarah's offspring Gn elda 
Eastwick. Is,.,, in 1810. prohaMy in Windsor. Nova Scoria, mar 
ried in 1831 the Reverend Joseph liar, Clinch. = *W"' 
Episcopal church He was in charge ol a church m South Bo -on 
lor several vears and acted as executor ol Mrs -Morton estat • 
Grisclda died in 1873. Descendants of her daughters Sarah f p 
thorp Cunningham Bond and Mary Grisclda Fogg are hvmg m 
Boston; and ol another. Mary Grisclda Gray, m Nova Scot.x 
Perez Morton Cunningham (1812-1866). son ol Sarah was an 
attorney at law in Windsor. Nova Scoria. H,s suffer, Charlotte 

"A~clipping from an unidentitod newspaper. to»ted into the Harvard 
University copy of My Mind and Us Thoughts. 
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Cunningham, married Dr. Howard Sargent of Boston. ini836, 

L defendant- bv tlw names of Sargent. Apthorp. Oakey. and 
Parker in Boston. Cambridge, and vicinity. She was born m 
and died in 188.“. John Cunningham, the youngest brother. d,ed 
unmarried in 1831. aged thirty-one. 

Some rears after her death. Mrs. Morton's name tog. w be 
nonecte.1 with the long-forgotten anony mous novel TH'to ./ •/ 
S,mfc,hy. first recalled to public a.tcnt.on, ,n 1850. ■1^1; 
hi Buckingham's reference to its puhhcan.m and suppresso 
William Hill Brown had died in North larobna ,n «!, «« 
half century before: and owing to the somewhat *«'**''? 
comsunce* of its production, the few surviving relative* who 
Lv Of his connection with i, were in all probity more con- 
ccmcd with concealing than proclaiming his authorship. ■ 
thus not unnatural that antiquarians casing about for an auth . 
knowing of the Morton family scandal and of Mrs. Mortem » ht- 
erary fame In.t unacquainted with the content or nature ot u 
output, should jump to the conclusion that she was the « ' ■ 

overlooking the fact that she would thus have been puhlishmg the 
.hamc of her husband and of a sister not five months dead. ™cn. 
at least, seems lo have l*cn the supposition of an anonymous quer¬ 
ist in die Boston Transcript. 2 May. 1**7. who referred to the 
lw.k as “written by a lady." though no such intimation is alTor.U.l 

In- the novel itself. . . 

Somewhat earlier, not later than I860. this ascription had 
been definitely made, in a manuscript note by Samuel Jrnnison. o 
Hmokticld. Mass. who was engaged at odd times for hfty years 
before his death in the year named, in compiling data for an Amer¬ 
ican biographical dictionary. Sometime after 1820. ’ he jottc 
down a few items regarding Mrs. Morton s early work. Halfway 

"Sfiftimms of Sensor Literature. VaL «. P Buckinghan. offer, 

no conjecture as to the author. So far as has been found, his is the 
datable mention of the novel after 1790's. 

"A more absurd instance of the same method of reasoning «n Mr*. -Mor¬ 
ten's <a« has already been noted above, p. 38. note. The fact that a eon- 
temporary. Mrs. Hannah Webster Foster, in The Coquette. 1/97. had used 
the tragic death of a distant kinswoman of her husband’* nine years bctorc as 
the basis of her plot may have suggested a similar conjecture here. 

“Since he refers to John Trecotliick Apthorp as "several years 1 rcasurcr 
of Massachusetts." Apthorp’s term was 1815-1820. 
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tZonVZ notes' t ^ 01 

’ is a<kk<i the following sentence: 51 

al f “T"" U '""' Vo1 ""'”' l” ll,lisW 

,he r '™ Z .. - 

T?™- “ ,hcre *» «* «• Wta* 

Nevertheless there i ^" ' i' SCVeraI Orn,ss,ons an< l inaccuracies' 1 
represented t’h c opinion Tt he T 0 " d0Uh ! hi * S,ateme,U 

,m * 'Z m *. pWMns thc mh * 

and over thirty vm!-"V” 1 / 1 ' a ccn,ur >' nf,cr the novel was published, 
relatives near cnotnd ' ' ' l <loa,l,s of Mr*- Morton and all her 

Po 'vcr of Sympathy l''' ™ aut,,ori,ativc ‘ lcni; ‘ | . *l»at 7/ir 

her name. This \ V ,. appamitiy ever associated in print with 

°f Roxbury, 1878, remarked''* JinmUCl l)ral ' t '' who in his History 
Rround work'VniVTro'T! 1 de ? r rHa,iv, ‘'» '-"'I to have formed the 

wnll « «>y Mr, Morion in T^ an ^ Tkf PoM ' *> 

, in crror as to the «V,t! n< 7’ <l 1,0 l )roof f°r his assertion: and he is 
***** **** in the’ „ I 0 p ,rk , an ;' Prominence of the 
1 '■■>he*s assertion went J 'i, Kv,de,, *b’. he had never read it. 

?( Rafter the no^ ^' Cn,|,!d : '»*?*'• until the autumn 
!' ,tt,cfi dd as Mrs. Morton*,?" , ^< ‘ pr,^,C(, in form hy Walter 
E* *r"y in «, K Wllile "•** •*»•» - 

,ecca Valentine Thomoson aRa * ,nc » » niece of Brown,-Mrs. 

Anlu" C u- I® 8 P 0,ls 'bility f or \ (or ^ ul with the story of 

^!1 W - B ' a >%- called „ n * " « ,ilor of the 

, 10,1 R,rs - Thompson; acknowledged 

WorcS^*-*-^ Preserved i„ lheAm . 

Thus „o • Antiquarian Soc. Library, at 

^^'"givCT fo? Cl,ief works ' Hitl and 

brother * f0r ^ and her ' cl ' blailk ' »n incorrect 

“Probably «h eoiiI ‘ J ° hn T - A^'orp. is called her 

Dres< mted to ,he tT' 1 * any library i„ jo % 

American Antiquarian Society ,ha ‘ of Isaiah Thom- 


the authenticity of her account in an article. “The Real Author of 

77., Power of Sympathy,” in the December issue; and completed 
thc printing of the novel under the name of William Hill Brown. 
Mr Littlefield, then associated with Braylcy. though adhering to 
his original view, made no attempt, then or subsequently, to es.ah- 
lish Ins claim for Mrs. Morton or to disprove Brown s authorship. 

|„ the meantime, quite a little apocrypha had grown up around 
Mrs. Morton’s memory, based upon Drake’s unsupported mate- 
iiHMit This was repeated, with imaginative embellishments, by 

1011., Ward Dean." Marion A. McBride." William Dana Orcutt ' 
Littlefield." and Braylcy- until by 1804 the very room ... the 
Morton-Taylor house in Dorchester was indicated ... which not 
onlv Mrs. Morton wrote the Pouter of Sympathy hut aLo Ium 
M orton penned his memorable oration on the body of Dcne.a 
Warren—despite the fact that the house was not erected until 
1797. Littlefield had further referred to Mrs. Morton as the 
"self-acknowledged author” though she not only had not made 
any such acknowledgment hut had plainly said in 18-4 that site 
bad previously had 

neither leisure, nor disposition, nor capacity to write a book.** 

In dismissing this matter, it need only he said that an earnest 
and extended search has produced no item of evidence tending to 
prove either that Mrs. Morton wrote The Tower of Sympathy .as 
asserted by Ictmison and Drake, or even that anyone during bet 
lifetime ever supposed that she did. Her descendants m several 
lit.es with whom Miss Pendleton corresponded had never lteat.t 
of the novel or knew of it only through reading. Furthermore, t te 
whole supposition is grossly inconsistent with the persona tty o 
Mrs. Morton as clearly revealed in her work—a woman whose 
affection for and almost inordinate pride in her family and her 

"M£.H.C.R., Vol. xlvi, p. 82. 

*Ww England Magazine, May. 1890. “Some Old Dorchester Houses. 

"In bis Good Old Dorchester, 189.5, pp. 406-11. 

“Editor’s Introduction to The Tower of Sympathy. Boston, PP 

x-xi. u t 

“Bostonian Magasine. Oct.. 1894, Editor’s Preface to 'I he lower oj 
Sympathy. 

p. xvi. 
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oSXr,H^ PS h " " Urk "' On* 

count “hen A TT"' ° f ,ac ' Mr " Thomas*- 

proved mm^t ■*""** r * co f ds of "* 1780 s and lwT.hu 
jug to Brown and*' —t"™'' " hilc con ' M "P"mry altusimf, y,~ 
work l.« ,v r i ' >,ni, ar,,,es to ween the novel and his identied 

work leave l„«lc reasonable doubt that he wa> the author*- 

been the chief ' T fame for Mrs - Morton to hm 

have reflected inT ° ,n lhc Anterica of her day. and* 

confidence and ,1'.,V 'T""*’ k * P ride - l “P ra “l 

pressjon p , , lf "'udcpiate attempts at xtl-ea- 

point ofTtr of h r er V " bi ', Uar> *“ 

■«* '-r yea,, ai;: r t;;;:;," y jMtph T - Butki "* ta - b 

iir. T MamT! a«;. r ’Tl h n T'L,^ r "‘ C l ,"" a,y ° < 

« SmerniHin, who cre.x'^.J “ "* ol ,he f,r " 
>ear» tgo.-onc . .. " 8 ,hc av «“** «o public favor. Fifty 

»« I8». About twenty fi"' ,hr «* 

impoimg octavo. I,, ,„ r "■'> «*re puMirhed in a. 

w “ 'ben often ask'd . T., ,"' l '" J “ dlcr '> J,1<l *>" 

«•* «-uvo. it i, ,cmj ' Morton i but 

Public library, or h T " ** °° W «« »* (bond, except in some 
Comhill by Messrs. DruZ In 7 ° f bool "“ krp< ,n 

Who Wrn " for the ma ‘'.rnham Yet which of the ladio 

"Tlic evidence suDDortin™ u 

of^Aml ‘ ,rfwUcd by Milton Ell.lTf' tb r' J° au,hwr *hip was ^t forth m 
Ame , a i(| D(ccmbtr "* M,Xlfrn to«.UKe Amoco*. 

•»/ -Vru-W,? PrC ^ r f ,lon fcr publication 
0, " r '- W ». pp- 22&-». 
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